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BE gy 


To 
The godly and Chriſtian Readers, 


(Frace and Peace. 


4 fas 5 there is nothing more 
©; af DS plcafing ro God, than to 
-J'r A: be truly zealous for his 
&] AWAY) glorie, fo no way better 

| 2 QA toattaine that zeale, than 
A NS to read and meditate up- 
on Gods Commandements ; and ftrive to 
live in love and charitie with all men, 
which that you may the better performe, I 
beſeech you perule theſe enſuing Diſcour- 
ſes, and the Lord give you underſtanding 


in all things. 


Pal. 120. 


V Hen I was in trouble, I called 
upon the Lord, & he heard me, 
Delrver my ſoule, O Lord, from 

lying hps : &+ from a deceitful tongue. 
What reward ſhall bee given or 

done unto thee, thou falſe tongue © e- 

ven mightie and ſharp arrowes, with 

hot burning coles. 

Wow me, that I am conſtrained to 
dwell with Meſech : and to have mine 
habitation among the tents of K edar. 


My ſoule hath long dwelt among 


them, that be enemies unto peace—s 

1 labour for peace, but when I ſpeak 
unto them thereof, they make them rea- 
ay to battell. 


OPINION OF THE 


RIGHT REVEREND FA- 
THER IN GOD loun 
Davznan r Biſhop of 


Sarubary. 
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Toby learned and worthy friend 
M* Ionn Duxy. 


<< IS well worthy the con- 
I. 
C'S 


ſideration of all pious 
9 Divines , which God 

ſpeakes by his Prophet 
Zachary , love the Truth 
* and Peace, Witch which 
that of the Apoſtle alſo ſuite's well, «ar 
Jwers os ayamn, fpeake the truth inloye. Wee 
may not ſo hotly purſue after Trueth , as 
that inthe mean time we wholly negleR 
Peace; nor may we deſire ſuch a Peace as' 
will 


C.8.V.19. 


Epheſ,4.1s5. 
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Rom.12.,18,! 


will not conſiſt with the Trueth. Thoſe 
Divinestherefore who quarrell and con- 
rend ſo much forthe Faith and Religion, 
chey may talke wharthey liſt, bur hee thar 
love's not both Trueth and Peace, love's 
indeed neither; nor hath he any rrue affe- 
Rion or delire toeither of them, who de- 
fires them not both. For if it be true 
whichPhilolophers tell us, that each na- 
turall body doth no lefſe defire it's unitic 
than it's being, [ ſee no reaſon why the ſpi- 
ritual and mytticall body,the Church Ca- 
cholique, ſhould notwith as great a zeale 
ſtudy to preſerve herunitie: ſeeing if that 
be once diſflolyed and loſt, ſhee is ſo farre 
from being a Church, that ſhe cannot ſo 
muchas bennagined one. Letusthen on 
God's name beas earneſt and eager in de- 
firing & defending the Trueth asthe beſt, 
but withallletus not forger that of Saint | 


Paul , that ifit be poſible , and as much a4 in 
hn lie's, we live peaceably with all men : | lay, 
with all menzin an-externall and civill;but 
with all-Chriftian men, in a{pirituall and 


Eccleffaſticall peace. This is the earneſt 
delire} 


0 
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deſire of our Saviour Chriſt, and 'tis the 
joynt wiſh & prayer of his whol Church, 
chat all they who profeſſe themſelves be- 
leivers in Chriſt, might be anited and knit 
together into one body, that they might be all 
of one heart and of one ſoule. 

This being ſo, ſurely thoſe pious and 
peacemaking Divines are highly to bee 
commended, who of late have imployed 
themſelves and their endeayours about 
the reconciling of the Reformed Chur- 
ches. For my owne part, I would to God 
[ were able to contribute any thing that 


godly a worke.Whar I can,[ ſhall willing- 
ly ar your requeſt ( Sir ) doe it: and ſhall 
impart unto you what my thoughts 
were, when T lately meditated with my 
(elfe hereupon. 

Inthe firſt place therefore, it would bee 
conſidered , whether ornoit be pofhible 
to eſtabliſh ſuch an union amongf allthe 
Reformed Churches , ſo asthat they ſhall 
account of one another not as friends on- 
ly, but as Brethren , and exhibit mutually 


Az each 


4 


might furtherand promote ſo good and | 


Joh, 17.21, 
AR.4:32, 
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each to other the fignes, fruites,and effects 
not onely of an outward -and generall 
freind{hip,bur of a more intimate & ſpi- 
rituall amity and communion. For if this 
fraternall & ſpirituallunion we ſo much 
deſirezcannot be had , we may then deſiſt; 
things impolsible doe not binde us to the 
havingor ſecking of them : but if it may 
polsibly be procured, 'rwere a great pitty 
anda ſhame thar ſogood a workeand fo 
well-pleafing to God as this is , ſhould be 
either oppoled or delayed. 

Now when | ſay,that it would firſt be 
conſidered whether or nothis Union we 
rreate of be poſsible; my meaning is,vvhe- 
theror no ſuch an Union may ſtand with 
a diverſity of Opinions amongſt private 
Doctors in thefe ſeverall Churches, tou- 
ching thoſe much-controverted points 
which have of a long time ( to the great 
greite of all good men) much troubled the 
Germane Churches. For although it were 
to be wiſhed that Divines would fairely 
and fully agree amongſt themſelves about 
allchoſe Controverſies; yet for ſo many 


TheOpinion | 


different 
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different mindes to concutre all in the 
ſame Opinion, is ( as I conceave ) athing 
| ſcarcetobe hoped for,muchleſſetobe ef- 
tected in-one age. But that theſe ſaid 
Churches, notwithſtanding ſuch diſputes 
as hang undecided, may neverthelefle en- 
tertaincamongſt themſelves a Chriſtian 
Charitie and correſpondence, is apparent 
from hence , that as often as Divines of 
| both fides have ſer themſelves ſerioully a- 
| boutthis work , they ſtill prevailed in it as 
| muchas they defired; and they might no 
doubt have prevailed further,itthey them- 
ſelves hadnot wilfully ſtood intheir own 
way: 

Witnefle Luther himiſelfe and the Hel- 
vetians: betwixt whom ( though they dit- 
tered in their opinions about the preſence 
ot Chriſts body)a freindly agreement not- 
withſtanding was madeat Marpurge: Lu- 
ther there profeſsingzthat he wonld not by 
any meanes permit the adverſe party that 
honour,to ourſtrip him in-their defires of 
amitie and peace. Which peace , after that 
it had by I know not no! mi[cheivous 
A} devices 
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Idem Ans. 
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Ibid. 


devices been ſomewhat diſturbed and di. 


miniſhed, was againe renewed & confir. 
med by them: whereat Luther himſelte 
rejoyced,and upon a ſtrict examination of 
the Helveticke confeſsion , held itvery re- 
quiſite that they ſhould lovingly joyne 
hearts and hands togerher. But here if any 
onethink,thatthis was no ſuch entireand 
perfe& Union as that which nowl afhrm 
co be polsible, [ will grant him this : but 
then | muſt adde withall, chat ic was not 
any impoſsibllity in the thing it ſelfe, but 
rather the wilfull oppoſition of ſome a- 
mongſtthem , poſleſt with ſome jealou- 
fies and ſuſpitions, which was the cauſe 
why that godly and good worke was not 
brought rofull perfeftion. For as for Bu- 
cerand ſome other eminent Divines of the 
{ame opinion with him,chey did not only 
ſuc for an abſolute andperte&t agreement, 
bur beſides they offered to make ir ap- 
peare that it was very fit ſuch an Union 
{ſhould be concluded; neither did they 0+ 
mitany thing that might make for the fur- 
chering of it. 
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Moreover,thatthis Union of the Re- 
formed Churches weſpeake of , 1s nota 
thing impolsible , is confirmed further 
tromthat agreement amongſt the Poloyi- 
an Churches,begun of late at Sendomire,& 
ever fince carefully by them kept and 'ob- 
lerved : it is true, they could not bury all 
controverſies ; but they could baniſh all 
contentions ; and eſtabliſh ſo perfect a 
peace,as thatthey refuſed not to admir of 
each other into their publike Congregati - 
ons,tothe preachingof the word and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments. Which 
holy & brotherly concord of thoſe Chur- 
ches,that moſt wiſe Prince Lodowick, Elc- 
Rourand Count Palatine, did not only by 
hisletters tocthem congratulate » but deſ1- 
redof Almighty God in his prayers, that 
the Germane Churches alſo might be bleſ- 
{ed with it. 

What therefore was long ſince ſaid to 
that blefſed peace-maker King: Solomon, 
concerning the building of the Temple at 
Jeruſalem ,the ſame ſay to all moderate 
and peaceable Divines concerning the u- 


hiring 


Harm. Conſeſ. | 
Par. 1, 2. 
in Confeſ/. 
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Chron. :2- | niting of the Reformed Churches ariſe, 


ee Worthies and be doing , and the Lordwil 

bewith yow. Never deſpaire but that may 
be now effe&ted, which all men will 
grant hath been done heretofore. 

But leaft this groundleſſe bugbeare of 
a fancied impoſsibility ſhould yer lacken 
the endeavours either of Princes , or Di- 
vines,or any other pious and well affe&ted 
Chriſtians, and deterre them from pro- 
ceeding herein, I will recount all thoſe 
lets and hinderances, which render the 
peaceand union of Churches utterly im- 
poſible to be obtained : from whenceir 
will eafily appeare, that there's no one of 
them. here,to hinder why the Cermane 
Charches ( notwithſtanding ſome points 
of difference amongſt them) may not ſerle 
a firme peace amongſt chemlelves,and be. 
ing once ſctled preſerve it inviolable. 

Now the fir{t and maine Obſtacle that 
hinders thoſe Churches which agreenot 
inall points of Religion » from entertai- 
ning a Communion amongſt themſelves, 
is the uſurping and exerciling of a w_ 
ca 
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call power and authority one over ano 
ther. For if any one Church will take up- 
on her to domineer and lord it over the 
faith of other Churches , ſo as not toac- 
knowledge any for her brethren , nor ad- 
mit of any into her fellowſhip and Com- 
munion, but ſuch onely as will be content 
to beleive and ſpeak juſt as ſhee will have 
them,all hope ischen taken away of ever 
obtaining or preſerving any agreement in 
any differences or diſputes whatſoever. 
For the ſacred Scriptures forbid us thus to 
en{lave our ſelvesro any humane authori- 
tic-and our fole Lord and Maſter Chriſt 
Jeſus forbid*s us to acknowledge any up- 
on earth for a Lord over our Faith and 
Conſcience: and that Church which en- 
ters into a Communion with another up- 
on theſe termes,doth riot hereby purchale 
a Peace, but rather refigne's up her ſelfeto 
a moſt unjuſt ſlavery. Onely the Church 
of Rome is come to that height of pride & 
madneſle,that ſhe will rake upon her to 
excludefrom the communion of Saints, 
& damnetothe pit of Hell all ſuch Chur- 
| B ches 


Mat 83. 
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| ches as will not ſubmit their necks ro that 
Antichriftian yoake of abſolute and blind 
obedience. God of his goodnes ever keep 
off this Popiſh folly and fury from ſetting 
foot in the Proteſtant Churches : which it 
it ſhould once take place, that union of 
our Churches which we are all bound to 
pray for,vvould bec no longer either tobe 
oped or wiſht for.But (bleſſed be God 
for it ) itis well known,there's not any of 
the Reformed Churches but doe from 
their foules deteſt and abhorre all ſuchAn- 
eichriſtian ambition and deſire of Sove- 
raignety. And thus have removed out of 
the way the maine Obſtacle which uſu- 
ally occafion's a perperuall diviſion & rent 
berwixt ſuch Churches as difter in ſome 
points, and thereby make's an union of 
choſe Churches robecome impofhible. 
Alecond let or hinderance which may 
render the ſaid union of different Chur- 
ches (for examplezthe Saxon and Helvetian 
Churches) impols1ble,jis the approbarion 
and praRice of Jdolatry inthe one, & the 
[uceer dereſtation of itinthe other. That of 
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the Propher Hoſea is well knowne, though | <+"-5. 
{rael play the harlotyyet letnot Judahffend: 
come yee not untoGilgalneither goe yee up to 
Beth-aven. Likewiſe alſothatof the Apo- 
Rle,phat agreement hath the Temple of God | +.Cor.6.16, | 
with Idols > And a number of places more 
rothe ſame purpole. Neither is thatſaying 
of Tertullian touching this matter unwor- 
thy our obſervation, Idolatry ( faith he ) i 
become the grand ani generall fin of whole 
mankinde,the Epidemicall diſeaſe of the whole 
world. Since therctore God ſo ſeverely 
chargerhustokeepe our ſelver from Idols 8& 
all kinde of [dolatry, though never fo ſpe- 
ciouſly colour'd over, wee may well call 
that morally impoſsible which cannot be 
performed without ſome ftaine and tin- 
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cure of [dolatry , and wirhour a high and 
hainous offence againft the ſacred Maje- 
{tie of God. | 

Here then we may behold that grand 
ler,whereby the Reformed Churches ( to 
rheir great greife of heart ) are forced to 
ſhunne aCommunion with the Church 


of Rome.For {o farre in love is ſhee with | 
B 2 her | 
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her Idolls,and {o _ doth ſheeim- 
poſe the worſhipping of them upon all 
her children, that no man can be admir- 
ted into her Communionzat leaſt not con- 
tinue in it,unleſſe he will become anoto- 
rious and down-righrt [dolater. If the caſe 
ſo ſtoodthat the Germane Churches could 
notenter into and enjoy a blefſed Unity 
and Peace one with another, except they 
muſt be required and bound either co pra- 
Riſe an [dolatrous worſhip, or atthe leaſt 
to beleive and profeſle that fuch praQtice 
isnotunlawfull, I would not ſtick to at- 
farme thata Communion which cannot 
be had butupon ſuch hard conditions , is 
indeed impoſible to bee had : ſince ( as 
Lawyers uſeto ſpeake ) wee can ave onelyſ0 
much, as may lawfully be doxe by us. 

And here we kave juſt cauſe to bleſſe 
God, thatthe Reformed Churches ( al- 
though they have not the happineſſeto a- 
greem all matters of leſſer moment) yer 
doe they all of them by his grace unani- 
mouſly conſpire &joyne together againſt 
[dolatry; ſoas not onely to-condemne; bur 
alſo 
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allo tobeat downe and abolith it: inſo- 
{ much that if arthis very houre they were 
all diſpoſed and defirons to joyne hands 
and ſtrike aleagueof amiry and union , it 
| might be done withour any the leaſt dan- 
ger of [dolatry. Away then with that pre- 
tended impolsibility of a Reconciliation, 
grounded upon the perill of [dolatry : nor 
ler any ſuch falſe furmiſes weaken the 
heart or hands of any religious Chriſtian 


 fromgoing on with lo good a worke. 


| Thethird &laſt Obſtacle which doth 
block up the way to anunion & render's 
it impolsible, is the differing of ſeverall 


Churches about ſome fundamentalpoint 


leivedbyevery chriſtianupon paine & pe- 
rill ofeternalldamaation.,- ſo as that the 
one {1de doth ſolidly hold and maintaine 
itzthe orher hererically denie's:and oppo- 
{e's it. For to be at peace with Heretickes 
whogae aboutto undermine and ſubvert 
the foundation of our Chriſtian: faith , 
what is itelſe buc to. revolt from Chriſt 


the rocke on which the Church. is foun- 
| B 3 ded 


of Faith, neceſſary to be knowneand be-| 


The Opinion 
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ded & built : Of this laſt Obſtacle, becauſe 
iris of ſpeciall uſe and moment, 1ſhall 
treare ſomewhat more at large. 

In thefirſt place therefore , I conceive 
that to bea Fundamenrall point, which 
(by the ordination of God revealing ſuch 
atruth) is of ſuch neceſsity unto ſalvation 
to be knowne and aflented unto, as that a 
bare Ignorance,wuch more a wiltull Op- 
poſition of it carries with it a certaine pe- 
rill of excluſion from the kingdome of 
heaven. Divines now-adaies have no 
Commiſsion toinventor coine any new 
Articles ofthis nature, and obtrude them 
on Gods Church : that which was not 
tundamentall in the Apoſtolicall and Pri- 
mitivetimes, all our aſſertions and alter- 
cations and Anathema's will never bee 
ablero make it ſuch. 

Theſefirſt and fundamentall Trueths, 
colleted out of the whole body of the 
Scriptures & put together inthe Apoſtles 
Creed,make up that Rule of Faith which 
S. Auſtin terme's pufillis magniſy, cammu- 
nemsa Common Rule for all men,both great & 
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ſmall: and which is by him accounted ne- 
ceſſary to bee beleived conſtantly by all. 
Concerning the which,that ſpeech of Hi- 
lary alſo is muchto the ſame effect, tw 047 
ſafeſt and bet conrſe to bold fat that firſt & 
onely-Evangelicall Faithywhich we made con- 
feſtion of at our Baptiſme. And to theſe fun- 
damentall Trueths the Apoſtle (I beleive) 
had an eye, when he ſtiled Titus his owne 
ſonne | & xenlw' mas) | after the common 
Faith, This common Faith laid downe in 
the Apoſtles Creed,propolethto all Chri- 
ſtians,to be beleived by them , che won- 
derfull Production of all creatures our of 
nothing , the unſearchable myſterie ofthe 
olorious Trinitie,the fruit & benefit that 
redound's to miſerable ſinners from the 
Incarnation, Paſsion , Reſurre&tion » and 
Glorification of Chriſt; &, what follow's 
thereupon, the Redemption of mankind, 
the Sanctification of the Ele&t, the Com- 
munion of Saints zthe Remiſsion of {ins, 
the ReſurreCion of mens bodies, andthe 
Gloritying of the Faithfull. 

He thar beleive's all which wee have 


A —— 
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Ad Conſtaat. 
Auguſt. 
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here compriſedin this ſhort Creed, and 
endeavoursto lead his life according to 
the Commandements — of our 
Saviour Chriſt,cannot juſtly be denied the 
title of a Chriſtian , nor expelled the fel. 
lowſhip and communion of any Chri. 
ſtian Church whatſocver. On the other 
fide,He that ſhall deny oroppole any one 
of the ſaid Articles although he arrogate 
to himſelfe the name of a Chriſtian , yetis 
heto be excluded and baniſhed the ſocie- 
ty of all orthodoxe and ſound Chriſtians. 

Beſides theſezthere are(I confeſlſe) ma- 
ny other Trueths contained in the Scrip- 
tures,and deducible fromthence by good 
and ſolid conſequence , which arevery 
profitabletobe knowne , and of ſingular 
uſe to furcher us in the knowledge of Di- 
vinity: butthey arethen only ( and not 0- 
therwile) neceſſary to be beleived under 
paine of forfeiture of our ſalvation or 
communion with the Church , whea'tis 
clearely evidenced unto us that they arc 
contained in Gods word,or may neceſ[a- 
rily be inferred from it. 


In 
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 Intheſe points thereforczif any particu- 


[lar Church cannot ''make the Truth 


which ſhe her ſelfe beleive's,lo cleare and 
manifeſt to other Churches, as thereby to 
winne them over totheſame beleife, thee 
muſt forſakethem in their Errours, butby 
no meanes may ſhe (becauſe of ſuch er- 
rours) deny them her charity and Com 

munion. I adde further, char if it ſhould 


happen that two Churches ſhould vary a- | 


bour ſome particular place of =_ Writ, 
the one»conceiving that it confirme's 2 
fundamentall point of Faith, and the other 
thinking that it doth not ſo: yet is not 
luch a difference as this a ſufficient cauſe 
why they ſhould fall at oddsand feparate 
onefrom another, ſo long as they- agree 
both of them in the Point it ſelfe'3 and ac- 
knowledge itto have cleare & folid foun- 
dation in' other places of God's word. 
Andlaft ofall this may be added yer fur- 
ther,that*tis not a thing impoſsible,nor a- 
ny way contrary to the duety of good 
Chriſtians, to entertaine a communion 


with thoſe Churches which hold ſuch a 
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dodrine as ſeemes to us 1ncanſiftent 
with ſome fundamentall Trueth., ſo thar 
inthe meane while they doe expreſly be- 
leive & profefſethat fundamental Trueth 
it ſelfe. For *tis mrerly againft all Charity, 
eaandReaſon too, that a man ſhould be 
thought (meerely for ſome conſequences, 
which he neither apprehend's nor grants) 
to deny and reject a fundamentall point, 
which yet he ſtrongly beleive's, expreſly 
aftirme'ss yea and (if need ſorequired ) 
would nor ſtick to ſeale the trueth of it 
with his deareſt blood. How mnch truer 
and more charitable is that opinion of a 
grave and moderate Divine ? e muſt not 
(ſaith he ) /o much confider what will follow in 
the thing it ſelfe from every aſſertion , at what 
will follow from it in the apprehenſion and 
judgement of thoſe who maint aine any ſuch af- 
(ertion as ſeeme 510 8 repugnant to ſome fun- 
damentall point of Faith. For as he who al- 
ſent's tothe trueth of ſome Principle, can- 
nottherefore be ſaid properly to beleive 
and underſtand whatſoever an abler 


©: 26s conſequences infer from 


that 
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that Principle; ſo neither can he who 
maintaine's a falſe Opinion , juſtly bee 
thought to hold all thoſe abſurdities 
whicha nimble head cafily oblerye's ro 
adhereuntoor follow upon that errone-. 
ous Opinion of his. We may indeed urge 
and preſſe theſe conſequences upon our 
Brethren, to ſee if haply wee canby this 
meanes beatthem off their errour ; but 
maliriouſly to faſten themuponthem , as 
though they were their profeſt Opinions, 
this we may notdoe. 

How farre this extend's, and of what 
excellent uſe it is to the {erling of a bro- 
therly union amongſt the Reformed 
Churches,all wiſe men and ſuch as unfai- 
nedly defire the peace of Gods Church, 
will cafily perceive. For if it once be gran-} 
ted, thata Peace and Unionis not impoſ- 
lible( chatis, notunlawfull ) ſave onely 
with ſuch as actually disbeleive ſome fun- 
damentall point of Faith , or maintaine 
{ome ſuch Hereſy as ftrike's at the heart 


kt 


from having any communis with Chriſt; 
C 2 then 
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Rom,14.1, 


Rom, 15.1, 


| 


then will it follow, that betwixt a ſound 
and a diſcaſed Church , berwixt two 
Churches whereof one is more;the other 
lefſe pure, there may beſuch a brorherly 
communion as we defirc among the Ger- 
mane Churches. Let therefore the Ortho- 
doxe Churches ſeparate themſelves from 
all ſuch as have plaid the Apoſtates & fal. 
len away from fundamentall Faich ; bur 
Jet them not ſeparate from thole which 
erre onely in points of leſſer moment and 
ſuch as doe not cut off the maintainers of 


them from being members of the myſti. 


call body of Chriſt, the ſole author and 
fountaine of our talvation. - The. Apoſtle 
command's us #0 receive ( not, rejet) ſuch 
as areweake inthe Faith : And the ſame A- 
poſtle tel's us how that we which are ſtrong, 
eught to beare the infirmities of the weake, & 
20t to pleaſe our ſelves. That Church there- 
tore doe's but too much pleaſe & indulge 
her ſelfe, which deſpiſe's other Churches, 
as unworthy of her fellowſhip and com- 
munion , notforany Tyranny that they 
exercite,nor any [dolatry which they ap- 


prove 
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prove or praQtiſe, nor any damnable He- 
relte which they maincaine, but meerel 


knowledge. This was notthe practice of 
the Fathers in the Primitive Church: 
whole care and diligence in Sung 8& 
| preſerving Peace amongſt particular 
| Churches diſperſt and ſcattered over the 
| whole world, ftand's upon record in 
| Ecclefiaſticall Storie, and may be obſer- 
ved in each ſeverall age of the Church. 
Burof all other , that of Optatus. Mulevita- 
nu fit's beſt to our purpoſe; 'that all the 
Churches - throughout the whole world were 
bythe help and entercourſe of thoſe letters 


by them called | Formatx ] keft in one 


| (ommunion and fellowſhip. Now thoſe 


{ Formate] or Synodicall letters contzi- 
ned nothing atall ſave onely a bare Con- 
telſon of the Catholike Faith delivered in 
their generall Creeds, and breifely explai- 
ned afterwards in oppoſitionto ſome He- 
retickes,by the unanimous conſent of the 


Church univyerſall mer rogether in gene- 


©1 rall 


for ſome miſtakes or infirmity of their 


Mapdeburp. 


Lib.2ac4d,7, 
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rall Conncells held at Nice, Chalcedon, and 
other places. As for thoſe infinite other 
queſtions which mightbe raiſed and de. 
bated amongſt private Dofours of each 
ſide,no Church everrequired or expected 
from others an abſolute & univerſall con- 
ſent therein. For if ſuch an univerſall a- 
greementin all points had been deemed 
{o neceſſary as that Unity & Peace could 
not poſsibly have been maintained be- 
ewixt particular Churches without it, 
there would then have been more need of 
huge and high-ſwollne Volumes of Con- 
troverſies,than of ſuch breife Confeſsions 
and Synodicall letters as they made uſe of 
for that purpole. | 

But if wee refuſe to learne of the anci- 
ent Fathers of the Church , yer let us at 
length learne thus much from our very 
adverſaries;that it is not a thing impolsi- 
ble for ſeverall Churches to live charita- 
bly and peaceably together , and uſe the 
ſame Service and Sacraments, although 
they differ one from another about ſome 
Controverſies , wherein *tis meerely in 
vaine 


— et 
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vaineever to look for an univerſal} agree- 
ment. To ſay nothing of the contentions 


berwixt the ThomiSts and Scotifts , neither | 


of thoſe bervveen the Dominicans and Jeſu- 
ites;there is one controverſte hotly and vi- 
olently diſputed amongſt Popiſh Chur. 
ches,which,ifrakenſingle and by it ſelte, 
isof greater moment than all ours put to- 
gether; | meanethat concerningthe Infal- 
lible Judge in all matters of Faich : The 
Churches of Spaine and Ftaly will have 
the Pope to bethis ſupreme Judge  autho- 
riſed by Chriſt himſelfe, and fo farre illu- 
minated and aſsiſted with an infallible 
Spirit, as that he cannot polsibly erre in 
luch Decrees and Determinations as hee 
give's out with an intention to binde the 
whole Church : Onthe other ſide , the 


| French Churches deny the Pope any ſuch | 


priviledge, throwing him downe from 
his Chaire of Infallibility , and making 
bim liable toerrour as well as other men, 


ſo farce forth that ſhould he refuſe to ſub. 


mittothe authoricie and judgement ofa 


generall Councell, cither in matters of | 


Faith 


—— 
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Faith or of Practice,they will tell you he's 
to be eſteemed a Schilmaticke and a Here- 
ticke,andto be depoſed thereupon. Be- 
hold here a greatdifference amongſt them 
about the very foundation and the maine 
pillar of the whole Catholike Faith ! And 
yet notwithſtanding this ſo great avarie- 
ty of opinions, they ſtill hold _—_ all 
of them in one and the ſame brotherly 
communion. O for $Sto#'s ſake let it not. 
be told in Gath, nor publiſhed in the 
ſtreets of Aſhkelon, that the Philiſtines 
ſhould be better affe&ed and more defi- 
rous of Peace and Unity amongſt them- 
{elves,thanthe J{rael of God is. 

Laſt ofallzif an union may not conſiſt 
with a diverſity of Opinions in ſome con- 
troverſies of lefler moment, I would glad- 
ly that any man would ſhow me but two 
Churches in the whole Chriſtian world 


(exceptthey be ſuch whereof one is ſub- 
| ordinateto the other) which muſt not ne- 
ceſſarily hereupon be divided ,and as it 
were by a wall of partition ſeparated fro 
' each other. Unleſle therefore we will 


| grant,, 
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grant;that a ſeparation from other Chur- 
ches isnot to be made ſave onely upon a 
difference in Fundamentalls, the Com- 
| munion of the Church Catholike ( aunci- 
ently ſo much famed and talked of) will 
be found inthe endco be nothing elſe bur 
an aery and empty ſound or name void of 
alltrueth and reality. The Donati/ts of old 
were wont toſay, that the Church was 
periſhed from off the whole earth fave 
onely from the part of Donatw , in whom 
alone( they ſaid) it was prelerved : and 
ouradyerſaries of Rome ( herein right Do- 
aatiſts) tell us that the Church Catholike 
is of nolargerextentthanthe Romane. As 
tor our ſelyes,it become's and behove's us 
todeteſt this Schiſmaticall and factious 
humour, and to foſter and cheriſh a bro- 
therly Communion with all ſuch Chriſti- 
aa Churches as neither Hereſie nor Idola- 
try hath cut off from Chriſt our head , and 
ſuch as have not exerciſed any uſurped 
Tyranny over other Churches. 

Allchat hath hicherto beene ſaid tou- 


ching the lets & hinderances which ren- 
D der 


Auguſt. de 
unitate Eccl, 
C+ It. 
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dera Communion of ſeverall Churches} 
impolsible , as alſo touching diverſity,of 
Opinions which may well con(ift with| 
ſuch a Reconciliationzaymes atthis, that if 
once it were agreed upon amongſt Di- 
vines thatall thoſe controverſtes wherea- 
bout the Reformed Churches have of a 
longtime buſted and wearied themſelves, 
are of that nature that a man may (ately 
be of either opinion and ftill remaine in 
Chriſt , holding the ſubſtance of ſaving 
Faich without incurring any damnable | 
Hereſy, then muſt we needs grant, that an 
union and agreement amongſt all Prote- 
fant Churches may be made and main- 
tained notwithſtanding all ſuch Contro- 
verſies,as being indeed not ſo properly a- 
ny differences of our Churches as of our 
Schooles. It is not my purpoſe to enter the 
liſts of choſe Controverhies : onely I doe 
pray andearneſtly intreatthoſe learned & 
|reverend Divines of Germany , that laying 
aſtdeall paſsion & partialicie, they would 
inthe ſpiricotmeekneſle calmely and can- 
didly diſcuſle all thoſe ſeverall controver- 
ftes| 
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fies which are agitated amongſt them: | 
forif once we ler looletheraines toPalſst- 
on, [udgement mult needs give place. 
The maine controverſie,and which in- 
deed is the fountaine from whence all che 
reſt in a manner are derivedsis that which 
[ſtands yet undecided concerning the 
manner how Chriſt's body and blood are 
preſent in the Euchariſt. Touching 
which pointthe learned (4) Bucer » ha- 
ving well waighed the marter, give's in at 
laſtthis verdi&,chat they agreed in the thing 
it ſelfe, all the difference was meerely in words 
and manner of expreſtion. *T was once the 
lpeech of (b) Luther if you beleive & teach 
that in the holy Supper the very body and the 
very blood of Chriſt us offered , given, and re- 
ceived, and not the bare fignes of bread and 
vine, and that ſuch receiving thereof is true 
and real! not imaginary onely , the ſtrife be- 
twixt wis ended. At that very lame time 
(c)Bucer & his Adherents granted, that the 
Very body and blood of our Lord is offered, 
givenand received together with the vifible 


fignes of bread and wine. Iacobu Andres 
D 2 ſaith. 


(4) In Epif,. 
ad Luther, 


(bd) Contrs 
Rober. Atrin - 
gen. OP alibi. 
Ho: in,Bi/7. 
Sacr.pap 144 
ad An. 153 6, 


c )Ibid. 


Colleq. Momp. 


p3g 36s | 


lh 


—_ —————  — — ot ———— 


The Opinion | 


| 28 
- 


| 307 admit of Popiſh TranſubSantiation , nor 


taith,ve neither hold with the Capernaites, 


maintaine we any Phyficall or locall preſence 
and inclufion of Chriſts body and blood 1n the 
bleſſed Sacrament 5 nor doe we by thoſe words 
[ſubſtarially,corporally,orally |underSFand 
any thing elſe but only atrue Q reall preſence 
and participation of his body aud Llood in this 


Botbin Ann. 
— ! 
SELS DLCSEE 


'ment of the Helyetians herein , Alrhough 


Chriſt's body inthe bread, or any Conjun&ion 


Sacrament. Now let us heare the judge- 


they deny that there s any Tranſubſtantiation 
of the Elements , or any locall incluſion of 


of his body and vlood with the outward ele- 
ments remaining after the Sacrament 1 en-| 
| ded, yet theywillingly grant that by vertues 
of a myſticail & ſacramentall union the bread 


# Chriſt's body » &) that bu body u1 truely pre- 
ſent and received together with the bread. | 
doenot knowe what rrwothings can pol 

ſtbly be morelike than-is this Opinion of 
the Helvetians with that of the Lutherans. 
Bur if any man ſuſpeCtthat there may pri- 
vily lurke a diverſity of meanings under 
theſe ſo-concording expreſsions , yet are 


We 


| 


ceflary and tundamentall point of Faith: 


ther doth ſo much as call in queſtion, 
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we ſtill to urge,and enquire whether that 
diverſity be ſuch and ſo great as to render 
the Peace and Union of thole Churches 
utterly impoſsible,and to give juſt occati- 
on for a perpetuall rent and diviſton a- 
mongſtthem. I afſure my ſelfe,learned & 
judicious Divines when they are out of 
the heat of Controverly, and look indiffe- | 
rently intothe matter , will chink farre 0- 
therwile of it. | | 

Now as forthoſe other Controverſies, 
concerning the ubiquity of (,briſt's body the 
| Communication of Properties, & other ſuch 
likezall ſpringing from that former tou- 
ching the Sacrament, he thatdoth ſerioul- 
ly ponder with himlelfe what is granted 
and what denied of cach ſide, will eafily 
perceive that neither the one nor the 0- 


much lefle oppoſe or overthrow any ne- 


lince both fides hold and profeſle whar:- 
loever the Church Catholike in her 
Creeds and Generall Councells hath de- 
clared tobe beleived in thele points; and 


| D 3 


whatloevet 
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whatloever hath been by her in like man- 
ner condemned as erroneous is equally 
rejeted by both. Bur yetnotwithſtan- 
ding all this, that we ſeenow and then 
ſome men catching at conſequences , and 
taking advantage from thence to charge 
Herely one upon another , itisa matter 
thatdeſerve's notſo much our wonder as 
our pitty: we all ofus know, tis the com- 
mon cuſtome of hot and eager diſputants, 
—_— when through long agitation 
of the matter they are inflamed with chol. 
ler andpaſsion: and beſides , I have alrea- 
dy ſhowne in breife, what we are to think 
of {uch Hereſies as are faſtned upon men 
meerely for ſuch conſequences as they 
themſelves neither apprehend nor grant. 
For the preſent, this alone may ſuffice to 
ſhow the Poſsibility of a Reconciliation, 
thatthere's no oneOpinion expreſly main- 
tained by either ſ1de, which is directly 
contrary tothe ſubſtance of Faith , or de- 
ſtruttrye of Salvation | ſalutis deyorato i- 
um] to make ule of Tertullian's expreſsion: 
nay whatſoever is ſuch, is plainly and ex: 


prſly 


| 


| 
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preſly condemned by both. 


if of later times any new Differences 


have been railed amongſt thoſe Churches 
touching Predeſtenation, Freewill, and the 


like; thele can no way be made 4 {ufhci- 


entground of Schilmeand leparation be- 


tivixtchem. For in all thele there is no- 


thing of fundamentall and neceffary be- 


ite lave onely this, that the free grace & 


foodneſſe of God, in the Predeſtination 


of milerable men, in the converſion of (11- 
full menzin the freeing of their captivared 
wills,in a word, in the finall Perſeverance 
\and Salvation of his Ele&t be ſofarreftorth 


acknowledged and extoll d,as that what- 
locver makes any way for the enftaring of 
them ingrace and glory and wlufworer 
1s done by them in reference thereunto,all 
\mult be a(cribed tothe (| peciall grace and 
mercy of Almighty God : on che contrar y, 
whatſoever concerne's the corruption of 
man's nature, his obſtihacie in ſinne , the 


pravitie and Cvieads of his corrupt weill; 


A— 


in {hort, whatſoever przcipiate's & plun- 
ge + weendhed men into Hell and eyerla- 


ſting 
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ſting perdition-all chis we muſt thank our 
ſelves & our fins tor,& by no meanes im. 
pute any part of it to God.So long as theſe 
things ſtand firme and unſhaken(as with- 
out doubt they doe) though in the meane 
time their manner of apprehenſ1ons and 
expreſsions,yea though their Opinions be 
different in other points which are onely 
{uperſtructions and belong not to the 
foundation.yet are not thele of ſuch mo- 
ment asthat a perpetuall Breach and Di- 
viſion ſhould be made and continued be- 
twixt whole Churches for ſuch petty 
matters. lf therefore this were but once 
agreed upon amongſt Divines, that their 
jarres and contentions are not, nor ever 
were aboutany fundamentall points and 
ſuch as are of abſolute neceſsity to be 


| known and beleived by all that will be a- 


ved,then mult italſobegranted for a ma- 
nifeſterueth, that tis no way impoſsible 
but an agreement and Communion may 
be eſtabliſhed this dangerous Schilme ut- 
terly rooted gut,and a bleſſed Peace ſetled 
and preſerved amongſt the German Chur- 
ches. 
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ches. And thus having proved that a Re. 
conciliation is poſsible, it remaine's that 
inthe next place we conſider whether or 
no Princes,Doctors and Paſtors of Gods 
Church,and in generall all Chriſtians bee 
not bound in duty by the law of God,eve- 
ry manto endeavour according' to his ut- 
moſt power and abiliry thatſuch an uni- 
on may with all convenient ſpecd be ſer- 
led and eſtabliſhed amongſt the Retor- 
med Churches. 

1 And that all men are ſo bound, 
leeme's to be intimated by that of S. Paul 
which I alledged before; if it be poſſible, 
as much as in you lie s, live peaceably with all 
men.lt ſo greatcareand diligence muſtbe 
had tomaintaine a civill and externall 
peace with all ſorts of men, then ſurely a 
[pirituall & Eccleſiaſtical peace amongſt 
Chriſtians is much rather to be ſought at- 
ter and preſerved , where therefore there 
15 no utter impolsibiliry ro hinder why 
luch an Union may not be obtained, ſuch 
mencanin no wile be excuſed , whoei- 
ther out of negligence or wilfulneſſe diſo- 


E bey 


| 
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bey the Commandements of God herein. 
Nor can any man jultly here pretend that 


be poflible tharthe Schiſme it ſelfe & the 
Rent betwixt theſe Churches may be ta- 
ken away, (as without all queſtion it 
may) I hadrather that a mil-ſtone were 


hanged about my neck , and that were 
drowned in the depth ofthe Seaxthan that 


[ ſhould willingly be any hinderance to 
lo good a work, ſo well-pleafing ro God, 
And {o neceſſary to the removall of Scan. 
whole minde and might promote and 
further it. 


mult neceſſarily be confes't by all men, 
thatatrueaud right order d Charity is of 
as great necelſsity for the attaining of Sal- 
vation,to all Churches and to every parti- 
cular member in any Church, as is thetrue 
and entire Profeſ5ion of found and ſavi 

Faith: our Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus 


| make's this the badge and cognizance 


whereby 


| ——— —— +. hd _ _— 


Diſcordsand diverſities of Opinions can- } 
notas yet becompoled and letled : for if it |/ 


dall, nay than thatI ſhould not with my| 


2 Tothis maybe further added , what| 
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whereby to diſtinguiſh and diſcerne be. 
rwixt his true Diſciples and luch as zre 
ſpurious and counterfeit ; by this ſhall al 
men know that yee are my Diſciplesif yee love 
one another . Nowl leave itto every man's 
conſcience to judge » what manner of 
Charicy thatis, which ſee's and ſuffer's 
Chriſtian Churches (withour all juſt cauſe 
and necelsicy) to ſtand ſtill at diſtance and 
defiance one with another , and perpetu- 
allyro@unne a Reconciliation and Uni- 


on.-s itnot enough forusto ſeparate from | 


the hay and ſtubble,l meane, from the Er. 
rours of other Churches, but muſt weby 
a voluntary ſeparation forſake the Chur- 
ches themſelves which as yet have not 
forſaken Chriſt or his Truth? 

3 Further yet, we ſee how that both 
Zuinglians and Lutherans (astheyare uſu- 
ally termed )confefle that thoſe Churches 
which hold with either ſide, doe not- 
withſtanding ſtill cemainetrue Chriſtian 
Churches, & true members ofthe Church 
Catholike, whereof Chriſt is the head. 
The renowned Princes in their Preface 

E 2 
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prefixt|_ 


Joh.1 335. | 


1,Cor. 3.12, 
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0/0d Anti/e. | and intentions to condemne (uch perſons as er- 


| tn Antiſt. 


prefixtto the Forme of Agreement plainly 
profeſlezhat it was farre from their thoughts 


red through the weakneſſe of their judgement, 
provided that they did not defame and bla- 
ſpheme God's Trueth, much leſſe to condemne 
whole Churches , living either under the Ro- 
mane Empire or elſewhere : nay they did no 
doubt but that there were many piow Greligi- 
ous men living in thoſe Churches though they 
agreed not with them in all Points of Religion, 

Moreover, when itwas objected ro Lucas 
Oftander,how that he had ſometimes ter- 
| med (,alviniſtsthe Divel's Martyres , hee 
forthwith purged himſelfe from thar a- 
{perſton thus; They that have beard my Ser- 
mons will ſay that they never heard from me 
any reproachfull termes again$t the bleſſed 
Martyrs of Christ: yea my owne' writings pub- 
lifht tothe world will witneſſe for me that Jter- 
medthoſe which were maſſacred in France on 
S, Bartholomewe's day , holy Martyres. 
This chen would be ſeriouſly chought up- 
on,whether orno it will ſtand with the 


Policy ,Piety > and the duty of Chriſtian 


—_—— 


Churches 
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Churches, for every petty errour to deny | 
the right hand of fellowſhip and brotherly 


[time (notwithſtanding ſuch errours )may 
| continue Chriſt s blefled Martyrs and ho- 
ly Brerhren, They who acknowledge 
Chriſt for their elder brother, muſt of ne- 
celliy whether they will or no have all 
| Chriſts brethren joyned tothem. in a moſt 
{ure and faſt knor of conſanguinity and 
| Communion. | 


| 4 Beſides, I am very confident that 


love to thoſe Churches, who in the mean | 


G3l,249, 


boththe Saxon,and Helvyetian , & all other 
Churches which joyne with either of 
thoſe two, will protefletharthey defire to 
have andto retainea brotherly Commu- 
nionandPeace with this our 'Church of 
England,as alſo with the Scottiſh, Friſh, and 
all other forraigne Churches of the Re- 
tormation. And truely -we for our parts, 
although we doe notaſſent tothem in all 
points of controverted -Divinity ,'.yer doe 
we account of them as our : Brethren in 


Chriſt,and doe {olemnely proteſt that we 


| 


entertaine a holy and brotherly Commu- 
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nion with them. And it they be like affe- 
Red towards us, with what reaſon then 
and equitie doc the German Churches de- 
privethemlelyes of that brotherly Com- 
munion one with another , which yet 
they are not afraid to entertaine with for- 
raigne Churches ? What therefore Moſes 
ſaid long fince to the two Iſraelites that 
were ſtrivingtogether,the ſame may truly 
be ſaid to the Germane Churches quarrel- 
ling and contending one with another, 
but cannot {o truely be diſproved, Sirs, yee 
are brethren , wby doe yee wrong one toanc- 
ther. 

5 Laſtofall,that whichallgood men 
are bound to beg of AlmightyGod in their 
prayers to him , queſtionleſle they are 
bound likewiſe to imploy their beſt care 
and endeavours for the procuring of it. 
Now who is there that doe's not daily ſo- 
licite God forthe flouriſhing and peacea- 
ble eſtate of his Church? Whoisthere that 
make's itnota part of his daily prayers, 
that God would be pleaſed to remoye out 
ofthe way whatſoever doth diſquiet and 


diſturbe 
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der her ſpiricuall growth and cdification? 
This was King David's with ; & it{hould 
be the with of all good Princes , and Di- 
vines,and generally of all Chrittians. Nei- 
ther did David with onely the happineſle 
and proſperity of Gods Church , but hee 


2s in him lay hedid procure and effe it. 


can icbe leſſe then dutie in us ? 

And here ſhuuld bur trifle away the 
time ſhould I goe about to play the Ora- 
tour and expreſle at large to the Germane 
Churches, the bleſsings that accompany 
Peace & Unitie, &the many mileries & 
calamities of a long-continued Schifme 
and Diviſion. That ſpeech of - Prudentius 
5a moſt cercaine trueth, 

-- ſciſſura domeſtica turb at - 
Rem populi, titubats, foris quod difidittzetus: 


hy 


diſturbe her Peace,or any way letand hin- | 


carefully (ought to doe it good, andas much 


Allthis was but duty in him to doe, and| 


vil and inteſtine broiles alwaces pr ove the | 
undoing of 4 people. nor dos things ever go? 
nght abroad whenthere ts diſſention at home. | 
What may make moſt for the good and 


advantage 


« 
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ſuffer lefle harme from them, by refuſing 


advantage of cheir Churches,letit be their 
care to'conlider; and reſolve this with 
themſelves, that whar ever it bez itisnot 
onely to be ſought after. with their pray- 
ers,but with the utmoſt diligence and en- 
deavours of every one of them in particu- 
lar. Neither let any unexperienced men a- 
mongſt them thinke or hope, that they 
ſhall ingratiate themſelves with Papiſts, 
and ſolive more peaceably by them and 


to enter into freindſhip and fellowſhip 
with Catviniſts ( as they terme them. ) 
What is to be hoped for & expected from 
them,we may learne from Offander ; Pa- 
þiſt ({aith he) ſpare neither Lutherans #0 
Zuingliansbut condemne both of them to fire 
and faggotsin allthoſe places where the "Pope 
(that raging and ravenow beaſt of Rome) 
beare's rule and ſway: They that are moſtin 
favour with them,can at beſt but hope for 
that kindneſſe from them which V1yſes 
(in Homer)obtained of Polyphemug, 


[OUT £1946 mu(amy eSua ue cos <(ae50. ] 
tobe devoured laſt,after he had lookt on and 
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ſeene all bu freinds and companions devoured 

before him. They will perhaps deſtroy the 
Calviniſts firſt but the Lutherans muſt look 
to follow after them : none are like to e- 
ſcape inthe end, if once the Papilts have 
them at their mercy. 

What hitherto hath been ſaid, is to ſhow 
that a Communion and Reconciliation 
of the Germane Churches is a thing, not 
only polsible, but in obedience to Gods 
commandement a neceſlary duty. Itnow 
remaine*s that ] proceed toſet downe the 
way and meanes whereby ſuch a Recon- 
ciliation may be compaſſed, and the rents 
anddiftrations ofthe {aid Churches may 
with moſt conveniencie and ſpeed bee 
made up: which I ſhall doe, rather to te- 
ſtihe that vehement deſire & zeale which 
[ haveto ſo good a work , than out of any 
opinion that thoſe famous Churches 
(which alwaies have abounded with 
{tore of learned and pious Divines) can a- 
ny way ſtand in need of advice herein 
from me or any other forraigne Divine 
whatſoever, 


F Seeing 


The Opinion 


Secing therefore chat the fore-mentio- 
| ned Controverlies may be agitated either 


betwixt ſeverall and diſtin Churches, 
whereof one is no way ſubordinate to the 
other, orelſe betwixr [uch particular men 
as are members of the {ſame Church, and 
ſubjectsro one & the ſame Prince : ] will 
ſpeak firſt, of divers Churches indepen- 
dent one upon another,and afterwards of 
particular men in one & the ſameChurch, 
and ſhow how Peace and Unitic may be 
made and preſerved amongſt them. 

For the firſt; | conceive there s no readi- 
er and better way for reducing of two dit- 
ferent Churches to the lame Communi- 
'on,than is thatuſuall one:wf procuring a 
faire and peaceable Conference amongſt 
Divines of both fides,authoriled and ap- 
pointed hereunto by their Princes, Forit 
any one imagine; that a Councell being | 
once held of all the Reformed Churches, 
[chere will out of hand within the com- 

paſle of ſome few moneths, or yeares, yea 
[orinone age, anend be pur toall diſputes 
whatſozyer , which have of a long time 

troubled 
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troubled and buſied the Learned , fo as 
that they ſhall all joyne and agree in the 
ſame opinion about all ſuch points of 
controverſie; this ( with ſubmilsion to 
better judgements) {cemes to mevery un- 


eye of ourunderſtanding; that it can hard- 
ly peirceinto the depth of ſuch ſubtle and 
intricate Queſtions, no not when it 1s a- 
lonesfree and undiſturbed in it's contem- 
plations: bur being diſtracted, by the ſtirs 
& tumulrs of diſputation fo far unable are 
we to penetrate into the quick of chem, 
that many times we cannot {ſo muchas 
dilcerneand perceive them, no not when 
we look upon them with a fixtand ſteddy 
eye. And (to ſpeak plainly whatIcon- 
ceive in this matter) the cheife uſe of 
Councells, eſpecially of Generall Coun- 
cells,is ro maintaine and defend thoſe ne- 
ceſlary and plaine points of Faith againſt | 
the oppolitions of Hererticks, rather chan 
to diſcuſſe or determine nice controver- 
lies of leſſer momentandule. 
Toreturnethento that faire & freind- 


likely. For ſo dull and dim-ſ1ghted is the | 
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ly Conference, which but now I com- 
mended for the likelieft and fitteft meanes 
| ot obtaining an Union : if it could be un- 
dertaken with ſuch an intention, man- 
nagedin {uch ſort,as it ought to be, wee 
have good cauſeto hope that we ſhall in 
1a ſhorttime ſee a bleſled Peace and Uni- 
on eſtabliſhed amongſt the Germans 
Churches. 

This therefore muſt carefully be reme. 
bred by all ſuch as ſball be preſent & par- 
ties to ſuch a Meeting, that the end why 
they are called together , is not that like 
Adverlaries they ſhould ſtrive for the ma- 
ſtery,but rather that they ſhould like Bre- 
thren ſearch out and make uſe of all law- 
full and warrantable meanes for the let- 
ling of Peace and Uaitie. For if once they 
fall a croſsing and contending one with 
another, they will never be ablero per- 
fwade , much leſfe to procure any agree: 
ment betwixt ſuch Churches as are at ods 
and oppoſition. Letthem therefore care- 
tully keep off and forbeare to enter the in- 
tricate Labyrinths of ordinary — 

an 


| 


| 
| 


never haveattempted a deciſion of them, 
tothe hazard of breeding or foſtering a 
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& let their meeting aime at this oneend, 
tomakeir appeare totheir Churcheshow 
chattheres no juſt cauſe why they ſhould 
any longer ſtand out and refule to joyne 
hands and be united. To effect thiszler tt 
inthe firſt place be fer downe how farre 
the Church Catholike hath declared her- 
ſelfe in each Controverſte,vyhat hath been 
by her defined and required tobe beleived 
generally by all /ub Anathemate. For a- 
bout points fundamentall there may 
ſometimes ari({c {uch doubts and diſputes 
as are no way fundamentall: and ſuch, as 
that the ancient Fathers of the Church, 
had they been railed intheirtimes, would 


Schiſſe betwixt ſeverall Churches. For 
inſtance ,that God is One in Eſſence and 
Three in Perſons diſtinguiſhed one from 
another; that che Sonne is begotten: of the 
Father; that the holy Ghoſt is the Spirir of 
both Father and Sonne, rhattheſerheee 
Perſons: are cocternall and cocquall; all 


theleare fitly determined, and. reckoned 
F 1 in 
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| ciriesrouching the manner of the Sonne's 


| equall neceſsity with the former, & ought 


inthe number of Fundamentalls:but now 
if any man ſhould peremprtorily affirme 
and maintaine, that all thole Schoole-ni- 


generation,and the proceſsion ofthe holy 
Ghoſt, are likewiſe fundamentall and of 


to be determined one way ; that man 
ſhould deſerve butlitle thanks fromChriſt 
and his Church,by ſuch his raſh and in- 
conſiderate aſſertion. So likewiſe,thatour 
Lord Jelus Chriſt is both God and Man; 
thathe hath both natures, divine and hu- 
mane,inſeparably united in one Perſon; 
and that we have ſalvation onely by this 
God incarnate; all this is fundamentall, or 
rathertis that irme & immoveable foun- 
dation whereon the whole Catholike & 
ſaving Faith is built: bur yet notwithſtan- 
ding we muftnotthink »thar whatſoever 
may be queſtioned anddebated about the 
ineffable manner of that union betwvixt 
cherwo natures , or the manner how his 
body is preſent in che blefled Sacrament, 


2s allo concerning the Communication 
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of Properties unto the humane nature by 
vertue of irs union with the Divinity, or 
touching the aCtions and operations of his 
Humanity depending uponthe faid Uni 

on, wee muſt not ( Iſay ) imagine that all 
theſe belong to Fundamentall Faith, bur 
rather to Theologicall Science;orperhaps 
not ſo neither , but onely tothe vaine curi- 


 olity of fome —_— Divines.Letthem 


therefore make this their firſt and:maine 


|buſineffe,carefully co diftinguith becwixr 


fundamentall points and others: that are 


norſo, and let them notthink ;rchatwhat- 
loeveris appendant and bordering upon 
2 fundamentall point , muſt therefore 
forthwith beicſelfe fundamentall. :: 
When this is once done ; their next care 
muſt be that theſe fundamentalls be ex- 
preſſed and publiſhed after a breite and 
perſpicuous manner, and/ propounded to 
the publike acceptation and approbation 
of all the Churches. Corta ſemper [unt in 
pauen ſaith Tertullian; certaine aud undoub- 
ted Trueths are not many ,and they are ſuch as 
may be delivered in a few words: whatloever 
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is neceſſary for a Chriſtian man's (alvarti- 
on.to be knowne by him; and whatſoe- 
ver is conducible to render us holy or eter- 
nally happy , it isall of itplaine and obvi- 
ous, Here's no uſe either of ſubtle & acute 
diſtin&tionss, or of any long and tedious 
explications, which are oftimes uſed not 
for the building up of Chriſtians in the 
fundamentall faith, but rather to favour 
andfurtherthe different opinions of pri- 
vate Doors. In a word , here's no uſe of 
any Metaphyſicall formalities and abſtra- 
ed notions; which lerve only to perplex 
and confound the learned , and to deterre 
ſuch as areunlearned from embracing the 
Catholike Faith; but doe not any way en- 
clinethe hearts either of one or otherto 
yeild aſſent andbeleife to the fundamen- 
tall points of Faith. 

After they have proceeded thus far, ha- 
ving drawn upabreife and plaine Forme! 
of all ſuch Points as are by them judged to 
appertaine unto the {ubſtance ofthat com- 
mon Faith which is neceſſary to be known 


and profeſſed by all Churches ; & having 
| paſſed| 
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paſſed by & lefrundecided all ſuch points | 
asare not ſo generally received & agreed 
upon; inthe next place,moderate & peace- 
able Divines ſhould labour toexhorc and 
perlwade all the reſt, that they would 
quietly lay aſide all controverſies and con- 
tentions about ſuch points as good: Chri- | 
ſians may ſafely be ignorant of without 
hazard oftheir ſalvation ; and that they 
would not quarrellany longer aboutthe, 
tothe danger of the Church the lofle of 
her Peace, and the ſcandall of Schiſme 
which is thereby like to fall upon her. 

Of what good uſe and neceſlity this ad- 
vice is, may be clearely ſeen from the raſh- 
neſſe of the Church of Romezand her clean 
contrary practice herein : who being not 
content with thoſe Articles delivered in 
the Apoſtles Creed,and Nicene Creed, will | 
needs obtrude upon the Chriſtian world 
thoſe other new-coin'd Articles of the 
Trent-conyenticle and hath thereby mi- 
niſtred occaſion of a perpetuall rear and 
Schiſme among{t the Churches. How 
much more prudently did that bleſſed 
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Vid. AuguſF, 
de Bapiilib.z. 
cap 4 5. 


( Martyr and moſt learned Father of his 
Times, S. Cyprian behave himſelfe ? who 
| profef ethythat hewould not , for difference in 
 0þtnion,contend or ſtrive with any man ; nor 
would he break the peace of owr Lord with his 
"Brethren, or cat off any man from hi com- 
munionzbecauſe he was of a different mindes 
from him. By which his Chziſtian charity 
and moderation, S.Cyprien (though in an 
errour) deferved better of the Church 


cheright,and did (by his unquier ſpirit )as 


| much as in him lay to rend and teare a- 


{under the Churches. Thus warranted by 
the example of this blefled Martyr , and 
likewile by the judgement of . S. AuStin 
Ie not ſtick ro affirme , thata- 

the Doors and Divines of Ger- 


| nav, Ie" who are in the errour and yet 


are willing and defirous to retaine a bro- 
therly Communion with the reſt , are fre- 
' er & further from Schiſine in Gods fight, 

than they who are inthe Trueth & with- 
all diſdaine and deny to enterraine ſuch a 


| 


chan Stephen Biſhop of Rowe who was in | 
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Communis with ocher Churches which 
| | ſeek 
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ſeek and ſue for it. If therefore they can 
but get an univerſall conſent in all Funda- 
mentalls, though in ocherthings there bee 
{ome difference amongſt private Doctors, 
yet letthem all joyne their votes and voi- 
ces inthis prayer to God, nulla [alu bells, 
pacem te poſcimus omnes. no ſafety can be had 
or hoped for in warre, therefore give peace in 
our time 0 Loyd, ; 

But if any here ſhall demand , what 
courſe is to be taken about ſuch Contro- 


verſies as cannot be decided and agreed 


upon, that they may not giveany occaſion 
whereby this Peace and Union of the 
Churches ſhould be hindered , or being 
obtained ſhould afterwards be diſturbed 
andloſt, I will ſet down ſome few rules, 
which to me ſeeme worthy the oblerva- 
tion and practice of Divines on both ſides. 

Firſt, that whatſoever tart and bicter 
paſſages have formerly lipt from Adver- 
laries citherby word or writing , amids 
the hearof diſputation, they ſhouldall be 
pardond on both fides for the publike 


[good, andfor ever after buriedinfilence 


Gz and 
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{rub up and renew theold ſore of ſtrife & 


and oblivion. And it it happen that any 
of thoſe books and writings ſhould after- 
wards be reprinted;betore they paſle the 
Preſſe,ler them hiſt be purged of all gall & 


bitternefſe, which otherwiſe would bur 


contention among(t brethren. 
Secondly,Becauſe no man can with pa- 
tience heare himlelte branded with Here- 


fie,heed'mnuſtbe taken that none be1lan- 
'dered with the name of Neſtorian, Euty- 
chian,or any other condemned Hereticke, 
|{o Jong as he doth exprefly denicand dil- 
claimethe damnd Opinions of ſuch He- 
reticks: {ecing it is utterly impoſsible that 
ever they {hould continue frme in a bro- 
therly Communion and concord, who! 
for every petty difference in Opinion ceale 
not by ſuch reproachfull and reviling 
termes to provoke and cxaſperate one an-/ 
other. Andit were to be wiſhed further, 
that thoſe ſ1ding names of Lutherans, 
Zuinglians,Calviniſts, were all laid aſide; 
which are badpes rather of Faction than 
we fraternall Union,anh ſuch as the anci- 
ent 
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encFathers could never approve of. Epz- |F##6Her 
phaniuu would not allow Chriſtians to | 
beare any &rkmr wp, any other name 
added over & above to the name of Chri- 
ſtian,bur reſt content with that. Non Pe-| y,.;,,o,., 
| trianos,y0n Paulinos vocari nos ofortet , ſed | 3*% 
Chriſtianos: whe ought not to be called zither 
[Perrians br Paulians, but Chriſtians , ſaith 
'N, exienren Bur of all others LaGaatim 1s 
the moſt ſevere an@rigorous herein;Chrz- | 1«/7itus lib 
'ftiani eſſe defierunt, qui Chriſti nomine omiſſo | © 
bumana QF externa vocabula induerunt. they 


have left off to be ( briſtians, who take upfor- 
raigne titles and humane appellations inftead 
if the name Chriſtian : though to ſay the 
truech,ſuch names are rather faſten'd_ and 
father'd on particular Churches by others, 
than by themſelves either deſired or aw- 
ned. 

Thirdly,thar all profound and contro- | 
verted Points be ler alone and not medled | 
with inSermons preached to the com- | 
mon people, or in any ſuch books as are | 
publiſhr in the Vulgar tongue; letthem be 
accounted rather the exercile and bulines 
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Orat. 3. de 
Pac. 


of the Schooles,than any fit food & nou. 
riſhment for men's ſoules. Such perplex'd 
Diſputes may very well be {pared in the 
Pulpit, but Charity, which uſually is im- 
paired by the handling and diſcuſsing of 
them , cannot be ſpared or wanting a- 
moneſt Chriſtians , without the utmoſt 
dangerand hazard of their ſoules. The 
common people doe but play and ſport 
with ſuch Controverlſtes,they areno whit 
profited by them; and inthe end, not well 
underſtanding them, they give over {por- 
tingaand fall a quarrelling and contending 
aboutthem. 

Laſt of all, if Divines ſhall hereafter 
have a minde todiſperſe or publiſh and 
Diſcourſes about theſe Points, ler them 
doe it according to that grave advice of 
Greg «Nazianxens »Y omMunxas Ama Dang, 
with reaſons,not revilings: let their aimes & 
intentions be, not ro non-plus and batile, 
bur rather fairely and freindly to informe 
and reduce their ſtraying brother into the 
way of Truecth. Hee thar ſhall afterthis 
manner bebrought to ſceand forſake his 


Errout 


| 


a 


—_— 


of BB DAvENANT. 


Errour , will not thinke himſelfe vanqui- 


ſhed, but inſtructed; nor will he be abaſhr 
|and aſham'd,like one overmatcht & over- 
| come by his Adverſary, butratherrejoyce 
as one better'd and benefited by his bro- 
ther. He that is a proficient is never aſha- 
| med. 
| Hitherto have llaid down the meanes 
and manner how an Union may be ſer- 
led and continued berwixt ſeverall and in- 
| dependent Churches. Bur becauſe it may 
and often doth happen, that there are di- 
vers men,both learned and unlearned ,li- 
ving1n the ſame Church and within rhe 
 Dominians of the ſame Prince , whoſe 
conſciences(whether rightly or miſinfor- 
| med) willnot ſuffer them to ſubſcribero 
the common and more generally received 
| Opinion in theſe Controverſies ; ler us in 
thenextplaceenquire, what courle is beſt 
to be taken concerning ſuch men. 

And here,the Governours of cach ſeve- 
rall Church,it they haveany regard & re- 
ſpect tothe (afery oftheir weak Brethren, 
they muſt ſee that they doe not intermixe 
with 
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with the publike Confefhons andArricles 
of Religion, which they would have re- 
ceivedand afſented unto by all ſuch as 
live unde their Juriſdi&ion » any curious 
andunneceſlary Controverſies, nor any 
deciſions of nice and ſubtleQueſtions;but 
rather they muſt take carethar ſuch pub- 
like Confeſsions be framed and temper'd 
co the capacity of the common people, ſo 
as they may inſtruct & edify the ignorant, 
and promote the ſalvation of all. Herein 
they ſhould doe well to conſider the wil- 
dome of our Fore-fathers , whole ancient 
Confeſsions(unleſle we corrupt & ſtuffe 
chem with new Opinions of qur own on 
purpoſe todiſturb the publike Peace )no 
{ober and diſcreetman will refuſeto ſub- 
ſcribe uncothem. Neither is there any ne- 
ceſsity why we {ſhould burden our pub- 
like Confeſsions with any ſuch additions 
of our own;fince God himſelfe hath or- 
dainedtobring his people to heaven and 
happines,not through the rough & knot- 


| ty paths of perplex'd & intricate Diſputes, 
| but by the ſmooth and com pendious way 
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of Faith & ('barity. Why then ſuch ftrifes 
and contentions about words? What 
make Schoole-nicities amongſt Church. 
Confelsions ?the Salvation of Chriſtians 5 
poly placed in beleiving and ſerving Godzas 
that great iAtbanafius ſometimes gravely 
ſpake. 


adoe to maintaine a firme peace with 0- 
ther Churches,who ceaſe not to perſecute 
men and expell them their Communion 
(as ifthey were Hereticks) onely becauſe 
they maintain that Doctrine which thoſe 
other Churches hold and profeſle : for in 
ſodoing . what doe they elſe but tacitly 
charge Herely upon other Churches ? 
whom though in word they acknow- 
ledge for their Brethren, yet they hereby 
{how that in their heartsthey much dil- 
approve and dillike them. 

Laſtly,unleſſe che publike Confeſsions 
of Churches be cnofined to ſuch Points 
onely as are fundamentall and generally 
received by all the Reformed Churches, 


Addetothis;that they will haye much 


this inconvenience muſt of neceſsity fol- 


H low | 


In Orat.unum 
elle Chriſti m 
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low thereupon, that many learned, pious, 


and peaceable Minifters ſhall be driven 


| our & diſenabled from exercifing the Mi- 


niſtery in thoſe Churches wherein they | 
live. | 

But if any man doubt, whether or no 
ſuch men may lawfully entertaine a holy 
and ſpirituall Communion one with an- 
otherin the ſame Church , who yet agree 
notamoneſt themſelves in all Points of 
Divinity; this (as I conceive) 15a matter 
out of all doubt and queſtion. For as tou- 
chingthat bleſſed Communion which is 
betwixt Chriſtians at the recciving of the 
Lord's Supper, it confiſt's cheifly in thele 
particulars,thatby the common bond of 
the bleſſed Spirit we are all united to. that 
fole head of the Church Chrilt Jeſus; that 
by the {ame Spirit,and by Faith and Cha- 


rity we are united amongſt our ſelves and 
linked together as it were into one body; 
that laſtly, like men fed atthe ſame table, 
we are all of us nouriſhed upuntoeternall 
life withthe ſame quickning food, to wit 


the body andblood of Chriſt : in all theſe | 


particulars | 
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particulars doe they profeſle aCommuni-| 
on, whoſoever approach and are admitted 
to that holy Table. Butnow as we doe 
, not by this mutuall Communion profeſle 
our ſelves to have attained all of us either 


0 
| to perfection or to an equall meaſure of 
7 knowledge in Divinity : ſo neither doe 
i we hereby profeſle, that there is an abſo- 
f luteand exact agreement amongſt us a- 
X boutall Points of Divinity , or that we are 
. all of us in one and the ſame Opinion a- 
Y bour all Diſputes and Controverſies. If no 
j Communion could be had amongſtChri- 
; ſtians,but upon ſuch hard termes as theſe, 


p | beleive it would hardly be found be- 
twixt S, Peter and S. Paul, certaine Iam 
the Church of Corinth muſt of neceſsitie 
have fallen in peices; and in theſetimes of 
ours there would not eaſily be found ma- 
| ny Divines of note and eminence » which 
| could with a ſafe conſcience communi: | 
| cate together atthe ſame holy Sacrament 
and Supper ofour Lord. ltischerefore the 
duty of all Church-Governours ( as being 
| conſcious to themſelves of the common 
- H 2 infirmitics 


ECT IT 


pn 


— 


The Opinion | 


| infirmities of all men, both themſelves & 
| others)rotake heed leaſt while they exact 
of their Peoplea too {trit and punctuall 
| Confeſsion of more than what's neceſſa- 
ry.they thereby wouna and weaken the 
{wweet Peace and Unity of Chriſtendome, 
than which nothing more neceſlary. $0 
much for Church-Governours. 

Come we in the next place to ſuch Mi- 
niſters and other Chriſtians of what ſtate 
and condition (oever,as defireto continue 
in the Communion of thoſe Churches 
| whereinthey live,but yet their Conſcien- 
ces will not permit them to allow & pro- 
feſle allthe common and received Opini- 
| ons of the ſaid Churches. Such men muſt 
"0 that they ſhow themſelves teachable 
and rtractable,and not perſiſt after a proud 
and pertinacious manner in defence of 
thoſe Opinions wherein they diſſent from 
their Church. Now lnch a one is tobe ac-> 
| counted reachable and trattable,wwho lends 
a Willing and attentive eare to the inſtru- 
Rions andinformation of the Church; 
who doe's not diflent from her out of any 


perverle | 
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perverſe and peeviſh humour, but meere- 
ly out of the weakneſle of his judgement; 
being not ablein ſuch profound Points to 
diſcerne thatTrueth, which men of grea 
terlearningand more acute witseahily [ee 
and perceive. And becaule it ts the pecu- 
liar prerogative of Almighty God to | 
ſearch the hearts, it behoves us Chriſtians 

'toencline alwaies to the more tavoura- 

ble and morecharicable (ide, and , where 

| we have not cleare and evident reaſons 

for the contrary,vve ought to judge of c- 

very man that he denies his afſenr rather 

out of conſcience than contumacy and 
perverſeneſle, 

They who thus behave rhemlelves, are 
nottobe excluded and expelled the Com 
munion of thoſe Churches wherein they 
live, for petty miſtakes and errours in their 


Opinions : but yer with this caution and 
condition,that they rake not upon them 
to oppole the received Opinion of the 
Church,orto publiſh & ſpread their own 
private Opinion amongſt the common 


RI. can they juſtly diſlike of this 
H q 


2 caution 
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caution or take itill, whoſoever have a de. 
fire to live peaceably inthe Communion 
of the Church: for admit that the private 
Opinion of {ome Divine or any other 
Chriſtian, be true, andthe publike judge- 
ment of the Church,erroneous: yet never- 
theleſle, if the Errour be ſuch as doe's not 
prejudice a Chriſtian man's ſalvation) itis 
much better that the true Opinion of any 
private man whatſoever ſhould quietly 
lic hid in filence and obſcurity , than that 
the publike authority of the Church 
{ſhould be openly contemned and tram- 
pled on,or thatthe Churches Peace , by 
this unneceſſary conflict of jarring Opini- 
onsas by two contrary windes,ſhould be 
ſhaken and torne in peices. Bur if any 
man be perſwaded in his conſcience; that 
his private Opinion wherein hee differ's 
fromthe Churchzis of ſuch moment and 
importance as that men cannot be ſaved 
without the knowledge of it ; ſuch a one, 
if he cannot perſwade and convince the 
Rulers and Governours of his Church in 


this matter , muſt either turne aſide into 
ſome] 
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ſome other Church, or elſe( for the good 
of men's loules) patiently ſubmit to fuch 
cen{ures asthe Church in which he live's 


| ſhall inflit upon him. 

Thisis it (moſt learned Sir) which at 
[your requeſt | thought good to write and 
ſenduntoyou, If ic may ſtand you or any 
man elſe inany ſteed for the advancing of 
the Churche's Peace,l have allmy wiſh & 


aymefor which Ipenned it. They who 


| are better acquainted with the preſent | 


ſtare and affaires of the Germane Churches 
than am, will be able (no doubt ) ro give 
[you fuller and berrer advice herein. For 
my ſelfesit remaine's onely that I humbly 
beſeech Almighty God » that he would 
moveand encline the hearts of Princes, 
earneſtly to deſire this bleſſed Union of 


the underſtandings of Divines to find out 
and follow after ſuch meanes as may 
moſt conduceto the (ſpeedy cftabliſhing of 
it; tha laſtly he would enflame the hearts 
of all Chriſtians toembrace this Peace, & 


our Churches ; that he would enlighten | 


| 


] 


bequeathittoall poſteriry. The God of 


peace 


The Opinions 


Peacegrant thisfor the ſake of his deare 

Sonne , the ſoleAuthor & procurer of our 

Peace. To whom with the bleſſed Spi- 
rit be all honour, glory,& thankel- 


giving world without end. 
AM E N. 


OPINION OF FHE 


RIGHT REVEREND FA- 


THER IN GOD Tromas 
Mor ron Biſhop of 
DVRHAM, 


Concerning 
The Peace ofthe Church. 


Worthy S1 R> 
EZ SA CanNoOT eaſily expreſle 
TEES how much. I was joyed 
'S NY Ml with thoſe few leaves 
KAIF which I lately reccaved 
Se = from you; as ſooneas[ un- 
derſtood how-that there 
wasnow at length ſome hopes of ſerling 
atrue and brotherly unionberwixt Us & 
thoſe of Germany who hold the Augnſtane 
Conteſsion, For (ceing thatthe very name 
[ of} 
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of Peace is {weet and delightſome, much 
morethething irlelte; eſpecially if itbe a 
{ Peace in Religion , which indeed com- 


/ 


prehends initall kinds of true Peace and 
Unity: I cannot chule therefore but con- 
gratulate and joy you(Sir) withthat good 
|and truly-Apoſtolicall office which you 
now undergoe : an Emploiment which 
hath everthis ſucceſſe, that it never can 
prove in vaine,or be altogether loſt ; for ir 
will be ſure either to redound to the good 
of him that receive's it{ if it be embraced,) 
or el{e(ifrejeed)returne backagaine in- 
to his bolome who proffer's it. Notwith- 
ſtanding, I obſerve there arerwo maine 
| Controverſtcs ferdowae by you » which 
ſcem to-let knd hinder why wee cannot 
| 29" be united and made one Church; 
the formerisrouching the Eucharis} , the 
other,touchingtharinvolv'd and myſteri- 
ous Point of Predeſtinatipy. For the com- 
poſing of which ceoiwincebe ,that 
youſhould delire my opinion , ſeeme's 
eraly to me:to bea courſe fomewwharpre- | 
poſterous and out of order :. rather vvee 


ſhould| 
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ſhould imitate ( as 1 conceive ) thoſe ex- 
pert Phylitions, who ſometimes cure one 
contrary by another: ſolikewile we , (ce- 
ing that Diſcords in Opinion have bred 
dilaffeftion and hatred in men's minds, 
twere neceſſary we ſhould firlt endea- 
vour that love and amity may be ſeated in 
the hearts and affections of men, that (o 
we may the more caſily allay their heat in 
diſputation, and reconcile them in their 
much differing Opinions. Tothepromo- 
ting of this good work I neither can nor 
may be wanting. All that I ſhall ſay tou- 
ching both Controverſies, give me leave 
to glance at in three words ; to wit » that 
the way & meanes of cftabliſhing an U- 
nion,to men of peaceable minds, is eafie; 
to ſuch asare Wi moderate, tis poſſible ;to 
both, very neceſſary. 


ThefritTnes1s. 
That tr eafie for peaceable and mod: - 
rate men to be reconciled. 


"oY appeare's plainely from that love 
and freindſhip which was in times 
I z paſt 
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Calvis. Epiſt, 
57. Bulling. 


paſt berwixt the Profeſſors of both ſides, 
notwithſtanding thac their differences in 
Opinion were then very rife. "This is a 
Point of ſpeciall moment, and therefore 
for proofe of it we ſhould nor alledge the 
examples of any ob{cure men, but of ſuch 
as were eminent and beyond all excepti- 
on of both ſides. Let them then ( if they 
pleaſe) conſult their Luther, Melanchthon, 
Jacobus Andres , Brentim: : Weel bringin 
our Calvin, Bucer,*Peter Martyr, and Zan- 
| chy : all which ſometimes {hined in the 


{Church of Chriſt like ſtarres of the firſt 


magaitude. | 

Firſtrhenzthere are te be ſeene in Cal-| 
vius workes many excellent Elogies of | 
| Luther, even then when Luther didin- 
veigh moſt bitterly againſt all our men in 
the Point ofthe Sacrament, and provoked 
then farreto repay him in his owne lan- 
guage. Whofe paſs1ons,thereby moved & 
enflamed, Calvin with admirable pru- 
denceſuppreſt & kept from breaking out. 
but T defire( (aith he) you would confideryfirſ# 
what a worthy man Luther ©, and with what 


excellent | 
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the Kingdome of Antichriſt  &) maintaine the 
Dottrine «f var Salvation: I bave many times 
ſaid that ſhould be call me Divel , yet never- 
thelefie Iwould ſtill have (0 reverent an eſteem 
of him az to acknowledge him for aworthy ſer- 
vant of God. Thus Calvin : a laying lo full 
of [wveetneſſe and moderation ;as if nota 


| excellent gifts qualified, with what courage? | 

contancy with what dexterity with what ſuc. | 
ceſte and efficacy of hu Dottrine he hath hi. 
therto bent and beſtir d himſelfe to lay waſt | 


man but humanity it ſelfe had ſpoken ir. | 
Nor long after , he made uſe ofthe Apos- | 
ſtle's argument to containe & keep in our 
Divines,leaſt waxing too hot and paſlsio- 
nate,they ſhould break our into revilings: 
it become's wu ((aith he ) ſo to reproye what 


we finde amiſſe in him , as that we remit ſome-| 
thing out of an bonourablereſpett to bu rare | 
endowments: let uot therefore that befall ur, 
which ts denounced by S. Paul, thatby biting | 
and devouring one another we be conlu- 
med. Thougb he have provoked w, yet are wee 


rather to keep u quiet thanto teare the wound 


God's Church. J3 


But 


widertothe publike danger and dammage of | 


Ie 
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| But now how did Luther carry him- C 
ſelfe? was he lo farre poſleſt with preju- 7 
dice and paſsion , as to diſdaine all com. 1 
| 


merce and (ocietie with our men? Nay he 
refuſed notto enter into freindſhip with 
Calvin himſelte, though he knew himto 
be a ſtout Champion of our Sacramentary 
Cauſe. Let Calvis himſelfe ſpeake,it you 
calviz.rraft. | pleaſe, Notwithtanding Luther ( ſaith he) 
2. defenſ. de | © : . : 
$:cram.c- | i private was ſofarrefrom accounting me his 
_ enimy, that though he well knew my Opinion, 
| ye refuſed he not to ſalute mee with reve- 
rence by letters writ with his owne hand, ( for 
the diſhoneſty of Weſtphalus forceth mee to 
ſpeake thus fooliſhly, ſo as to relate it in the- 
very ſame expreſſion which he bimſelfe uſed.) 
Afterwards , when the Agreement was 
halfe finiſhed at Marpurge,and they were 
not yet departed from that meeting heat- 
ftirme's that heretained the ſame eſteeme 
of Occolampadius and Zuingliu as he tor- 
merly had done*and he did there ſolemn- 
ly promiſe to account and reſpec them 
henceforth as Brethren, 
Secondly,what an intimate — 
and| 
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&f, amiliarity there was berwixt Melanch- | 

| hon, Jacobus Andrea, Brentiw, and our Di- 
| vines,the nautuall Salutations which pal- 
led berwixt them can abundantly-wirnes: 

' Melanchthon writing toCatvin, begins his 
L etter afres this manner; Reverend aud 
Chriſtian "Brother, truſt we e ſhall have a time 
tomeect 4nd conferre together, And after- 


wards concluding, T beſeech the..Sonne of 


God your Lord Jeſw (rift, the Guardian 
and keeper:of his Church \ that he would guide 
|and protett Thee and us All. Farewell moſt 
| deare Brother. Beſides vvharwwas obſerved 


| 


| Sturmins, he himſelfe will by no meanes 


| conetale from us;a4tbough ( {aich he) Phi- 


lip Melanchrhon' didnotinpart bis Opinion 
{touching the Sacrament )) to :Peter Martyr, 
afterwards, to divers others ©: withwhomh: ſlill 
continued inlove and freind/bip Further, Ja- 
cbus Andre and Brentiw did unanimoul- 
ly adhere to the Opinion of Luther con- 
cerning the Euchariſt;of whom notwith- 
ſtanding Calvin thus peaks; . your Letters, 
worthy Sir and my much bonoured Brother 


({peaking 


concerning Melanchthon & others by our | 


Melanchthon 
Calvino,inter 
Epi/tolas Cat- 
vint,13 7s 


Ioh. Sturmiw 
Ep.ed Princ, 

Freder.inter 

Calvini Ep. 

304« 


Calvin. Epiſt. 
240. Jacob. 
Andree.v 
Epiſt.32.Fa+ 


| re//o. 


——_ 


_  »The Opinion 


I" 2" 


| 
19 


— 


(ſpeaking to Jacobus Andres) were not a li. 
tle welcome to me, for a) much as I underſtand 
by them howthat amiastheſe ſad and unhappy 
contentions, wherein I am moſt unwillingly en- 
gaged.you Fill continue like affetted towards 
we 4s heretofore you bave been. Againe, this 
| your moderation of mind I embrace W highly 


dppland. Farewell worthy Sir, and my much 

reſpeted Brother. I wiſh all happineſſe to 
Brentius. God Almighty ever guide and di- 
rett you by his bleſſed ſpirit, Strengthen and 
(uStaine you by his power,and ſhower downe his 
blefiings in abundance upon you. And againe, 
in another Letter, Brentius ſalute's you. 
Thus were marters. carried amongft the: 
and why ſhoulenot We,putting on bow- 
ells of meckneſle , tread the ſteps of theſe 
Worthies ? Shall chey breath our nothing 
but mildneſſe and ſweetneſſe, and wee 
nought burtrage and fury ?. God forbid. l 
have done with the firſt Thefis, I now 
proceedtothe lecond. 


The 
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The ſecond T 1 ts1s. 
That tis poſoible for the moſt hat and ri- 


gorow ſpirits to be reconciled 


and agreed. 


Ive mee leave to make uſe of that 

Maxime of Ariſtotle , {o frequently; 
uſed in the Schooles; butin a ſenſe ſome- 
what different --- Q#< conveniunt in codens 
Tertio,inter ſe conveniunt : [uchtw0 things as 
agree in any one third,agree likewiſe betwixt: 
themſelves. In like manner,l conceive that 
though we differ much in our Opinions 
about the Euchariſt , yer there are ftill re- 
maining amongſt us ſome common Prin- 
ciples and certainenotes or notions out of 
which any one who is not blinded with 
prejudice may draw an aflertion. One is, 
the authoriry of Scripture, ſufficient of it 
(elfe tochallenge a belcife: a ſecond is, the 
cleare light of Antiquity, as cleare as the 
Sunne at mid-day. Butthis is no fit place; 
to diſcourle at large upon theſe. Three 0- 
K ther 
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ther thereare vhich inno wile may bee 
paſſed over,ſeing they are ſuch as are more 
proper and peculiar to the two adverle 
parts.l wil begin with the firſt of the. The 
AuguStane Confteſsion is by the Divines of 
Saxony efteemed as an Oracle,of uridenia- 
ble and unqueſtionable authority ; now if 
our menallow and approve of that Con- 
felsion, | doe not ſee what can polsibly 
make more for the obtaining ofa Recon- 
ciliation. And for certaine Calvin herein 
_ _ | agrees with them : I defire ( ſaith hee) as 
chnG much 48 any mana fincere and trueunions0 
| Salne,; | it beſuch as God hath approved in bu word: 
| Pajlsri, nor doe I rejets the Auguſtane Confeſſion; 
| whereunto I did once wittingly and willingly 
ſubſcribe, according to that interpretation 
| which the Amnthor thereof bimſelfe put upon 
; 6a: Ouſe- 178. Againe, T affirme (faith hee )that inthat 
; ce Sacram, | Confeſſion, 4s it was printed at Ratisbon, 
Wea i there's not ſo muco as one word which t« contra- 
ry to our DoQrine: and ifthere be any ambi- 
guity to bemet with in the ſenſe , none 14 more 
fit to be the Interpreter of it than the Author 
 bimſelfexphoſe worth-will eafily obtaine him- 
| __#hat| 
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that honour with all pious and learned men. 
So He. Neither is he ſingular in this : bur 
others there are,though ofthe ſame Opi- 
nion with him concerning the Euchariſt, 
who will grant as much. (a) I am of the | 
number of thoſe ( ſaith John Sturmiu) who 
concerning the receiving of the body Q& blood 
of Chriſt approve of the Auguſtane Confeſſi- 
on. Hierome Zanchy hath a deſire to bring 
in his verdi& too (6b) [ profeſſe ( laith hee) 
that as often as I had occafion to ſpeake any 
thing about this Point, I did alwates containe 
my ſelfe within the compaſſe of theſe three 
beads. the firſt whereof is, that inthe Lord's 
Supper not onely bread and wine, but the very 
body and Eood of our Lord is truely offered uw 
by (briſt.,and likewiſe truely recerved, truely 
eaten and drunke by ut. The ſecond, but this 
is done not by the mouth and teeth of our bogy, 
but by atrue and an attuall faith. The laſt, 
that thereforethis is done by belervers onely, 
and by none thers. Now #heſe heads are taken 
out of G 4's word , nor are they repugnant to 
the Auguſtane Confeſsion. Thele things be- 
ing fo,thoſe worthy men have the more 
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(:)Ep.Stur- 
mii ad Fred. 
Princ.in ter 
Epiſt. Cal uin- 
394» 

(Þ) Z.anch. 
Miſcelaratt. 
de Crna Ds- 
mini Confeſſ. 
ad Magi/irat. 
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(a) Ep. Stur- 

mitque extat 
wmter Calvin 
Epi/7. 3 04.7 
Epiſ7. 45. que 
eſt Sultter.tb, 


(b) Calvin. Ee 
piſ? Z2. Fa- 
re/:3. 


(c) Melanchr. 


1 Epi.Calvin. 


1uz inter Ep. 


187, | 


realonto be entreated by us , that rg 
the laid Augutane Confelsion ( which! 
was anciently framed and ordained to - 
the common rule of Faith for all Prote- 


| 


ants , whereby they might be diftingui-| 
ſhed from Pafiſts )they would not obtrude| 
upon us any other private Opinions of 
their own, tothe hiaderanceof che pub- 
like Peace. 

A ſecond Principle of the like nature, 
which even Reaſon it {elfe doth dictate, | 
is this; thatno Antecedent is to be urged | 
and prefled the neceſlary conſequent and. 
ſequell whereof may not bee granted by 
us. Butnow it 1s well knowne, that Lu- 
therxo remove out of the way the perill of 
{dolatry , did aboliſh all (a) worthipping 
at che celebration of the Eucharist , which 
had formerly been practiſed ; and for the 
{ame end he aboliſh the elevation of the 
hoſt allo ; that (b) Brentiw likevviſe did 
with much earneſtneſte oppoſe their 
Breaden God , (for ſo hee himiſelfeterme's 
1 ) laſtly, that(c) Melanchthoy did rejeRt 
their Bread-wor/bipin the Lord's Supper. 
Thoſe| 
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Thofe godly and learned men therefore 
areto be entreared , that they would well 
weigh with themſelves whether or no 
theſe ſame abuſes which They with fo 
orcat applaule cryed down and abhorred, 
be not for allthatthe genuine ofspring ot 
that Vbiquity which ar this day is main- 
tained by them. 

Thirdly, leaſt any man haply ſhould 
pretend, that no whit isto hee abated of 
thatbirternefle and rigour wherewith ar 
hrſt they exerciſed the patience of Occo- 


lampadiu,and Zuingliw they are againeto. 
be intreated that in their great wiledomes | 


they would herein take notice of a vaſt 
difference. Ananias,in the ninth of the Ads, | 
when firt he was warned m a Viſion #9 | 
Put his bands upon Saul , he was ſomewhat 


—_— todoe it; J have heard((airh he) | 


by many of this man 8&c. bur afterwards, 
having better underſtood the counſell and 
purpoleof Godbhe gladly embrace's him, 
ſaying,Brother Saul the Lord hath ſent mee 
wnto thee. The very ſame might have been | 
heretofore obſerved in the carriage of L#- 
K 3 ther 
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ther himſclte towards Zuigliu and Occo- 
lampadius, whom ar firſt heefell upon 
roughly, when he heard that rhey held 
there was nothing in the Euchariſt ſave 
only bare {ignes and figures : but after- 
wards , having further examined their 
meaning he kindly & courteouſly reacht 
out the right hand of fellowſhip unto 
them. After the very ſame manner did 
Calyin likewiſe ſtand affected towards 
[them as he himlelfe confeſſerh ; whey at 
calo@puſe. |My fir8t entrance ((aith hee ) into the cleare 
$4cram.cene | {tun-ſhine of the Goſpell out of Popiſb darknes, 
Tread in Luther how that Oecolampadius 
and Zuinglius would admit of nothing in the 
Sacraments but bare and empty figwes ,this 
(IT confeſſe) ſofarre poſſeſt me with aprejudice 
againſt their writings, that Irefrained along 
time from reading them. Thus [poke (Calvin 
at thar time ofthoſe men > whom not- 
withſtanding he afterwards had in great 
love and familiarity with him. Why may 
notthen the Saxon Divines be pleaſedto 
ſhow themſelves Lutbers towards us 10 
long as they finde us not inferiour to Oc- 

colampadius, 


|Thatthis freindly Vaion and Reconcilement 


| 
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colampadius and Zuingliw inthis Point ? 


The third T da I'S. 


we wiſh for , is very neceſſary for all 
men, whether of a milde or turbu- 


lent diſpoſition. 


T-is not my purpoſe to laſh out into 
Common places,wherein much paines 
might be ſpentzand licle orno benehr got 
byit.It behoves merather to provide 1 me 
of ſuch arguments, as may not coldly beg 
and intreat, but commandzand as it were 
violently compel| men to live at peace and 
unity amongſt themſelves. Neither are 
there any (as you well know fitter for the 
(etling and confirming of ſuch aCommu- 
nions than are thole which are dravwne 
from the common joy,orgreife, the com- 
mon danger, orthe common good & ad- 
vantage of both ſides. There's not a more 
evident and infallible ſigne of a true memi- 
ber of Chriſt, than to compalsionate orto 


"_w 2 fellow-feeling one of another; 


which 
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which is ſeene eſpecially in rwo things: 
firſt, in rejoycing at the hopes of a Recon. 
ciliation; ſuch as was the Pſalmiſts joy in 
that divine acclamation of his attheunity 
of Brethren, 6 hw good and joyfull a tbing 
it is ! Secondly, a ſorrow of heart at ſo 
longand weariſomea difſention ſuch as 
the Jewes expreſled by their great thoughts 
of heartfor the drvifions of Reuben.Schilme 
growing and getting upon the Church at 
Corinth , the Apoſtle exhort's them to bee 
[ 1aTyno Ip] perfettly Joyned together in the 
ſame minde and inthe ſame judgement : the 
wordis derived fro ap7iG@,which amongſt 
Phyſicions ſignifies to ſet right againeſuch 
members asareout of joynt. The ſame A- 
poſtle, that he might compoſe and ſetle 
the mindes of the Philippians , © what a 
ſacred charme doe's he make ule of! If 
(ſaich he) there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any comfort of love » if any fellowſhip of the 
ſpirit if any bowells of mercies fulfill my joy. 
| But how may they doe that ? He goes on, 
ay, yee be like minded, having the ſame love, 


c Tpnlunet % © Pegourres)] being of one accord, 
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of one mind. verily beleivezthat Eloquence 
her ſelfe,if ſhe had a tongue to ſpeake, ſhe 
could not have ſpoke more empharically: 
whereeach word is a ſharp dart, peircing 
and wounding our very hearts and foules. 
[ will adde onely thatlong chaine of Yni- 
ties in the ſame Apoſtle tro the Epheſians, 
one body ,one ſpirit, one hope, one calling, one 
Lord,one Faith, one Baptiſme , one God and 
Father of all: all which make for that one 
thing which he there aime's at , ro wit, 
thatthe Epheſians ſhould endeavourts keep 
the unity of the ſpirit inthe bond of peace. 

As touching the danger, weallofus 
know thatthe tyranny = Romiſh An- 
tichriſt hang's over our heads: who 
ſweetly ſing sto himſelfe that blacke and 
farall Maxime [divide & mmpera ] ſet them 
ence at variance, and then you may quickly 
maſter them, or rather, by ſetting them at 
variance,you may confound and tumble 
them into the pit of hell - forthe king- 
dome being once divided , Hell it (elfe 
cannor ſtand. Let uslearnto be wiſefrom 


the examples of others : the Guelphi and 


| L Gibellini 
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| | Gibellimi [thoſe two implacable and irrecon- 
|  cileable Fattions ] did agree together and 
| | joynetheir forces, whenthe common E. 
nimie-came againſt them. and ſhall not 
Werowſe our ſelves up to ſave & defend 
ourſelves? 

As forthe gaine and advantage men- 
tiond,can there beany greater gaine than 
Salvation ? and yet even this too, the more 
common, thegreater and better it is. Let 
us then(I beſeechyou tor the love of God) 
ſet before our eyes the Greek Church), 
which now ſeeme's to ſue and wooeto 
us for a brotherly union and agreementas 
This is the | appear@'s from that Confeſſion of Faith late- 
Confellion. | Iy ſet forth in the name of all the EaSterne. 
( hurches bythe right Reperend Father Cy- 
rill Patriarch of Conſtantinople : which 
agrees exactly with our Proteſtant Con- 
| teſsions in every Article ſet forth and pub. 
liſhed by him, Me thinks I {ee this moſt 
ample & farre ſpreading part ofthe Chri- 
ſtian world ready to fly into onr armes & 
embraces preſently upon the firſt newes 
of ourunity and agreement amoneſt our 
ſelves 


—— — ——— 
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ſelves: which hope of ours ſhould Chriſt 
be pleaſed to crowne with ſucceſle , this 
alone would farre outvie and ſurpaſſe mn 
glory all :hetriumphs and trophics of all 
the Emperours in the world. ButI haſten 
to your other Queſtion. 


Theother ConTROVERSY. 


Concerning that unfathowd myſtery of 
Predeſtination upon the forefight 
of Faith and Workes. 


His is that other Queſtion ( as 1 ga- 
ther from your Letter) whereon as on 
a rock divers men (otherwiſe defirous of 
Peace) have daſht and ſplit themſelves. 
That therefore men may knowe, [| have 
not of my owne accord ſought after and 
catchr atthis opportunity to diſpute , but 
rather am caſt vpon it againſt my will,my 
proceeding herein {ball be not by way of 
diſputation,but (as the Times rather re- 
quire ) by way of exhortation & advice. 
[ hope therefore the learned Divines of 
Saxony will take this my advice in good 
L 2 part, 
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art, wherein [ earneſtly pray and beſeech| 
chem, firſt, that they would be reconciled 
to their owne Luther inthis Point, who 
(as it did well become a child of Grace) 
did conſtantly hold and maintaine that 
the Grace of God js every way free and 
gratuitous. Next, that they would not, in 
the patronizing and vindicating of Divine 
Grace,ſuffer themſelves to be outſtript by 
Papifts , nay Jeſuices, and the prime Do- 
Ctors too of that ſect, Bellarmine,Tolet, Pe- 
rerius Suarex, Salmeron , Maldonat : who 
haveall of them exploded this DoEtrine 
| of Pradeſtination upon the forefight of Faith 
and WWorkes ,as pure Pelagianiſme. Laſt of 
all,iris ſome wildomefor a man to profit 
by his enimy; there came out a book two 
44, Guil.de Gi- | YEares agon, Written by Will: de Gibieuffe, 
oe Gicufe 4 i= | of the Oratorian Order, Prieſt and. Door 
” creawres of the Sorboy , dedicated to the preſent 
E Pope Urban ; wherein are inſerted the 
wordsof Pope Clement the eighth concer- 

| ning the Awxilia Gratis : the ſumme 
| whereof is this; that thi whole Doftrine 
ought to beſquared and conformed to:S. Au- 


ſtin's | 


———_— 
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ſtin's judgement in the Poins of Grace , that 

the ſame $.Aultin ought be acknowledged and 
follwed 4s a guide and leader , foraſmuch as 
that good Father ſeeme's to have omitted no- 
thing which concernes the ſaid Controverfies: 
and becauſe ({aith he ) many of our Prede- 
ceſſours have Stood up ſo ſtoutly for that Do- 
frine of S. Auſtin concerning Grace as if they 
defired to bave it continued in the ( hurch as 
her right of inheritance, is is not meet I ſhould 
ſufjer ber to be deprived of thu her patrimony. 
Thus farrethat Pope: unto whole judge- 

ment] will not ſay, for the authority ,but 
the trueth of ir) I nothing doubt bur Cal- 
vin himſelfe, vere he now living , would 
ſubſcribe: And he that ſhall read (/alvin's 
writings, will quickly grant, thar in theſe 
Controverſies he had more than an ordi- 
nary ſhare of S.AuTin's Legacy. 

Thus you ſee,Sir,how that partly your 
importunity ( whoare ſuch an earneſt Fa- 
Qourfor Peace) and partly my own zeale 
in ſo neceſſary a Caule, have made me ex- 
cced the accuſtomed bounds of a Lerter . 


— - 


Lo 


wherein, if you fnde not much judge- 
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ment,yet may you behold my care & de- 
fires for Chriſtian Peace. The author of 
all rue peace, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſtrengchen and enable you by the power 
of his holy ſpirit cheeretully to goe tho- 
rough with this ſo waighty an ergploy- 
ment for the publike Peace of his Church, 
Farewell. 


TroMas DURHAM. 


Poſtſcript. 

That we ſhould thu firſt ſeek and ſue for bro- 
therly love &> unity, ts ſofarre from being 
any prejudice to our cauſe , as that it ura- 
ther to be counted an howour to 5: in that 
we herein follow the precept and prattice of 
God himſelfe, of whom the Evangeliſt ſaith, 
1.]oh.4.10. He firſt loved us. 


| 


| 
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OPINION OF THE 


RIGHT REVEREND FA- 


THER IN GOD Iosz»ru 
Harrzr Biſhop of 
EXCETER, 


$ Hole Articles of Religi- 
fg. on whercin the Divines 
>ay of both ſides doe fully a- 
, £rce, are abundantly ſut- 

J ficient,both fora Chriſti- 
F-4 an man's ſalvation, and 

likewiſe for the eſtabliſhing of a firme & 
ſting Peace inthe Churches of God. As 
forthe reſt, I would not have them recko- 
ned amongſt the Apoſtle's CamySwry; Cn 
m4] foohſb Queſtions : doubtlefſe they 
are ſuch as may perhaps not unfitly bee 
ſent tothe Divinity-Schooles,thereto bee 


throughly diſcuſſed : bur by no meanes 


ms 


ought 


pornu,, 
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oughtthey to diſquietthe Peace either of 
any Chriſtian ſoule , or of God's holy 
Church. What doe weprofeſsing Chriſti. 
an Charity and love, if we ſtill obſtinacely 
refuſe to indulge our Brethren this litleli- 
berty of diſſenting from us in doubrfull & 
difficult Schoole-queſtions? Seeing wee 
know very wellthat our good and graci- 
ous Saviour paſſed over with ſilence and 
tolerationgreat and greivous Errours in 
compariſon of theſe ( if it begranted that 
theſe are Errours, ) and that too even in 
{ſuch as were of his owne houſhold and 
retinue. 


There are but three things about which the re- 
verend Divines of both fides profeſſe 
themſelves to differ. 


H E firſtis » whether or no our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt be truly om- 
niſcient, omnipotent , and omnipreſent, 
not only according to his Divinity, but al. 
ſo according ro his humane nature; by ver- 
rue ofthe perſonall Union? That the Lord 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus(ro wit God and Man) is in both his 
natures omniſcient, omnipotent, and om- 
nipreſent,is confeſt on each (ide : this be- 
ing granted , the word| according | is a 
meere Schoole-nicity. How farrethe ver- 
rue-of that hypoſtaricall union exrend's it 
(elfe,the holy gholt is filentzand a Chriſti- 
an may (afely be ignorant of it. Letthe 
DoGtors,if they liſt,diſpuce and bukte their 
brainesas much as they pleaſe about this 
matter: it will be enough for a Chriſtian, 
to knowethat he hath; a Saviour who is 
both God and. man, to whom all thele at- 
tributes truely belong and appertaine.Nay 
even Divines themlelves have enough 
wherein they may reſt ſatisfied, (0 long as 
this be granted on both ſidesthat even the 
humane nature. con{idered perſonally is 
omniſcient,omniprelent, 8& omnipotent: 
which weeall of us roundly-.and readily 
profeſſe withoutany dub; or ſcruple;. O 
whatienimies are we to Peace ,if we will 
yetneeds quarrell amongſt, ourſelves {:In 
all this, I wiſh we would carefully. re- 


member that uſefull diſtintion of John 


M Gerſon, | 
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Gerſongeſſe quedam de neceſſitate fidei , que- 
dam vero de fidei devotione : that there are 
[ome things eſſential and neceſſary t0. Faith, 
other ſome things which ſhee piowſly and de-| 
youtly belerves, but yet they are not of ſuch 
neceſſity as the other : the former are ſuch 
as may not ſo-much. as bee once doubted 
ofbut theſe latter may admit of an 5m; 
we may ſafely either ſuſpend our afſent 
unto them , or poſitively diſſent from 

them. | 
The ſecond Article wherein chey dif-| 
fer,is. concerning the manner of receiving 
Chriſt inthe Excbariſt. Both apree , thar 
Chriſt's body is truly and really given, ta- 
ken,and eaten'in this Sacrament togerher 
with the outward Elements: All the que- 
ftion is coticerning Yaworthyrecetvers, An: 
unworthy —_— truly it is, that the 
ublike Peace ſhould'any way be diſtur- 
bedabout ie; Wewllingly grant both of 
us, that everrſiich 25 are Fmworthy doecat 
that which by a ſacramentall "Union is| 
Chrift*s body; and that therefore they are 
guilty- of che-body. and blood of = 
Chriſt. 


em 
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Chriſt : What doe wee now making any 
more adoc about the manner of their ca- 
ting-wherher it be Orator not? Let Chri- 
Rians make this their care, that they the 
ſelves may be found worthy Communi- 
cants,and letthem not trouble themſelves 
to knowe how thoſe which are unwor- 
thy arepartakers of Chriſt. How farre the 
vertue of that Sacramental Union extends 
it ſelfe, and whether the manner of this 
eating be Orall or Spiritzall, letthe Schools 
diſputeit: Chriſtians neednotbe tos curi- 
ous in enquiring after it ;znor is it fit wee 
ſhould difquiet the Churche's Peace, by 
refuſing toindulge mutually one another 
aliberty of Opinion in ſuch nice Points. 
The third Article is that farall Point of 
Predeſtination: about which, Divines of 
both ſides expreſſe themſelves varioully, 
but yet modeſtly and diſcreetly. In many | 
things, and ſuchas are of moſt moment, | 
their judgements on both fides are the 
ſame: as,chat eleion ismot free, & pro-| 
ceeding from the meere mercy of God, 
tharGod found notany cauſe or occaſion 
M 2 in 
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in thoſe whom hee eleed, the fighe 
whereof might move himto chuſe them 
racher than others : bur that he did from 
all eternity reprobate and prxdeſtinate to 
eternall damnation ſuch as perſevere and 
perliſt in their finnes and infidelity ; not 
by any rigid and abſolute decree,without 
having any reſpec or regard to fin, but out 
of his moſt juſt judgement : ſo. as allthe 
cauſe-& the blame of it ought to be ſought 
for in the men themlelves. Inthis theyare 
at a ſtand; tharthe forefight of Faith and 
Perſeverance is by the reyerend Divines 
of Saxony placed before the at of God's 
Ele&ion:loas God did from everlaſting 
foreordaine ſuch as he fore-ſaww would 
in time belcive, &c. Certainly of all the 
Queſtions about Przdeſtination;this con- 
cerning the order of his Decree is leaſt 
materiall. ſeeing we know aſluredly that 
the infinite & all-wile diſpoſer of things 
erformes all this with one ſingle & moſt 
{1mple act. Thereis nothing more certain 
than that God did foreſee who would be- 
teive,and that he did prxdeſtinate ſuch: as 
| ſhould) 
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ed (which they of Saxony willingly an 
teſſe) that Faich is the ſole giftof God;an 
thatwhatſoevergood there is ti the = 
all of irdoth originally, proceed from the 
free grace &meere mercy. of Gag, vwyhich 
was beſtowed on them in Jeſus Chriſt 
from all Ecernity ;I ſay, ler this be gran: 
ted and doubtleſſethere can he no danger 
inthat Opinion of Pr«vifion or fore-{ight: 
God from everlaſting fore-ſaw chat. 
which he himlelte from everlatting de- 
creed to: beftow: in. time upon ſuch as 
ſhould beleive. All this is ſound and ſafe, 
nor is there any cauſe why any further 
ſtrife & contention ſhould be made here - 
abour. 

| Inallthisl embrace and applaud this 
Chriſtian and brotherly moderation and 
holy deſires of Peace: thus it becomes 
Chriſtians,thus it becomes Divines. I am 
muchdeceived, it this modeſt and (eaſo- 
nable appeaſing and calming of men's 
minds doe's not promiſe a feme and per- 


petuall Peace to God's Church. Thou! 


M 3 God' | 
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ſhould be faved: let butthis thenbe gran- es 
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Godof Peace, in thy good time accom. 
pliſh it: give care to the prayers of thy 
People,and grant thar all Chriſtians may 
be of one heart and one way till at lengrt 
we come,by Thee who art the Way, to 
Thee whoartthe Life. Ames, Ames. 


From the Palace at 
Bxceter. Febr. 25. 


1634. 


Which & the humble daily, 
and devout prayer of 
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Afterwards the ſame M* John Dury ſent 
#ntothe L* Biſhop of Exceter 4 Coppy of a 
certaine pious and peaceable Decree made © 
| publiſhed by a generall vote at apublike Mee- 
ting ofthe States in Franckfort : requeSting 
his Opinion concerning the meanes and man- 
ner how this good worke might be advanced: 
| wherenunto be had returned him this Anſwer. 
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HIS MOST FAITHE- 
full,kearned,and loving freind 


M* Joun Dus y, all 


bappineſſe. 


,O® #99 Have read over, with a 
$/& great deale of delight, 

| the Tranſcript you ſenc 
”& me of that Decree for! 

> Y Peace, which was lately 
&— RA ligned by all the Prote- 
ſtance States and Delegates aſſembled art 
Franckfort: than which Decree, nothing 
(in my Opinion ) could poſsibly have 
beendeviſed more full of prudence andre- 
ligion :- nor doe I ſee (as the caſe now 
ſtand's) what more could be once hoped: 
for; or what could poſsibly have beene 
N propoſed: 
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"| propoſed and reſolved upon that might 
| morecanduceto: the advancement of the 


| publike Peace» which all good men (9 
'{ much wiſh and delice. Thus it was meet 


that the holy Citizens of God's Church, 
that pious Princesand Peeres dhould thus 
carefully provide for the Peace and ſafety 


| of Chriſtendome And bleſſed beGod,the 


beſtower of every good giftithe Author of 
Peace,whodid put into their noble hearts 
thole holy defires and purpoles : may the 


| lame good God beplealed , at length toh- 


niſhthis his owne work ſo hopefully be- 
guins and crown it with ſuccefle. And 


| rruclyncither ourprayers norour utmoſt 


endeavours fhall everbe wanting hereun- 


ranncicherknovw Iwedlupon what hopes 
it15;but methinkes my mind doth-conh- 
denedyprotniſeand praſage a happy ilue 
tothis hobpemerprile. Forindeed.whata 
{mall ahd ſlender hedge is it, whichnow 
divides and part'sus. *We doe all of us of 
thoReformarion, receive andapptoverhe 
lameScriptures,the fame Creeds.the ſame 


AuguſtaneConteſsion : onely in one Arti- 
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cle the {enſe is ſo doubttully expreſſed, | 
thatthe Author himlelfe did not thinke it 
ſafe to adhere totheletter of it. The foun- 
dation of the Chriſtian Faith is, amongſt 
us all, one and the ſame, entire andunſha- 
ken; there's not ſo much as one ſtone inir, 
or the leaſt peice of ccement,abour which 
any queſtion either is or can be made. Up- 
on this Foundation there are built certain 
Points of Schoole-divinity , about which 
alone welſo hotly contend : but what are 
theſetoa Chriſtian > What are theſe to 
Salvation? In whata ſafe and quiet ſtare 
mighrthe affaires of Chriſtendome have 
deenvit ſuch nice Diſputes of curious and 
over-buſie heads had never been heard of, 
if learned men could have contented the- 
ſelves with ſome generall formes of ex- 
preſsing the Trueth , and not preſently to 
have ſifred Divinity ſo over-nearly as they 
havedone ? 

Bur ſecing theſe (trifes , which are not 
onely unprofitable, but very hurtfull and 
prejudicialltoboth ſides, are thus unfor- 
tunately raiſed; whatberter advice can be 
N 2 thought | 
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| ſing of thele ſtirres,thanthar the Faith be 


thoughtupon for the ſetling and compo- 


brought back againeto its primitive fim. 
plicirie and plainenefle, by the publike ay- 
thority and joynt conſent of the Chriſtian 
Church? And that in this confuſed mix- 
ture and mulciplicity of matrers of beleife, 
the Chriſtian world be taught warily to 
diſtinguiſh berwvixt the genuine and pro-| 
per Articles of Faith,and theleſle neceſſary 
additions of Schoole-conclufions : which 
cruely inthis very buſineſle is a matter of 
no great difhculcyto performe. This eſpe- 
cially is fundamentall, Chriſt #« both God 
and Man; and {olikewile this, Chriſt, God 
and Man tr#rucly omuiſtient omnipotent,om- 
nipreſent : now it any ſhall adde further, 
Feſua Chriſt,according to hu humane natures, 
is omni(cient omnipotent omnipreſent , truely 
that word [according] leemes to. be farre 
off from the Foundation , *tis a Scholaſti- 
call notion,audto be turned over to pro- 
feſt Divines; bur it is not fit the Salvation 
ofplaine and illiterace Chriſtians ſhould 
be madeto hang anddepend upoa lucha 
ſubtle 
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knowe,or are they bound to know, how 
farre the vertue de hypoſtaticall Union 
extend*s it ſelfe, or what the bounds are 
eicher of thoſe faculties or operations 
which flow from that union of the rwo 
natures ? Certainely if God had intended 
this for a neceflary Poine to be knowne 
by all men, he would nor ſo ſparingly and 
ob{curely have revealed unto his. Church 
amyſtery ſo fundamental and important, 
[difpute not thetrueth ofthe Point, ( nor 
is chis pertinent to my purpoſe ,) onely | 
queſtion whether it be of neceſsity to be 
beleived. Let us view a compariſon be. 
twixt things humane & divine , alrhough 
what ſimilitude can there bee'twixt Earth 
and Heaven ? Man conſiſts. of a foule and 
abody united one: to the other : and yet 
norwithſtanding,each part hath its ſeve- 
rall properties and ations, which are uſu- 
ally attributed ( andrhat very rightlytoo) 
tothe whole; the whole man hath the uſe 
of (enſe, doth underſtand;cat,walke, ſleep, 
dye: thus much even ſenſe & reaſon doth 
N 3 unan{we- 


LE 
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{ubtle and nice Point as this is. Can theſe 
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unan{werably evince: will any rhan here-|| 
upon ſay,thatthis allo is of equall necelsi. 
ty to be knovyne, man according to his body 
bath the we of ſenſe and reaſon;and according 
to bis ſowle he doth eat, walke, ſleep , and dye? 
Truly the ſame that Reaſon is, in reſpe& 
of intelligible matters; che ſame is Faith, in 
things ſpiricuall and divine ; Iam notig- 
norant, how much they differ in their 
Subjects; yer nevertheleſle the neceſsiry of 
the things which are either to be known 
or beleived,js alike different in both. Such 
Truechs therefore as are certaine, ſuch as 


are neceſſarily to be beleived, andappa- 
rently fundamentall,let us all unanimouſ- 
ly embraceandprofeſſe them : as for the 
reſt, ler Divines (if chey pleaſe) buſte their 
heads with them, bur ler not the plaine & 
common ſort of Chriſtians trouble them- 
ſelves about them morethan needs. But if 
ir may ſeeme to make any thing for the 
publike Peace, that we come as neare as 
we can one to another in the formes and 
manner ofexpreſsion,; let us but ſay ( as 
© Hier:Zavcky ſomctimes alledged out of 

Innocent) 


a 
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Tunocent and the Schoole-men ). ria even 
Chriſt's humane natare according colts 


[ {ce ho reaſon 'wwhy:bothfides may not, 
nay will not readily conſent and agree 


perlonallefſeuceis:omnipveſent, 6c. and | 


tot, blete ler usdnce; ler theither fide pro- | 


| ceed any furcherbeyondthis, and wee are 


ſafe. 

Inthe Point of the Sacrurnentchis'is 
 certaine and fandaniencall, xhavehie tre: 
 andeſfentiall body andblood of Chriſt is 

ruely preſent, bffered, andireceivedin that 
holy Supper: buc whethevor no-t be cor = 
porally cckearinabi Bread & Wine , whe- 
theror.no-( by 2 ſapernaturall-yerrue of 
thecqnſearated Elemems)/4c be-orally re- 
ceivetandeaten,;cven by wicked and un- 
worthy Communicants ,/ this-is-2 matter 
of TheologicallDiſpure, and faick as -{ in 
the judgement of Luther, Melanchthon, 


Agricola, yea:& of Occolampadias, Zuingli- 
» , Bucer: ;Hedio ) ought not roiniringe 
Chriſtian love and: Chariry. And upon. 


this promiſing figne was begun'thar.fa- 


- mous 
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JuStus Jonas, Oftander, " Brentiwn, Stephants | 
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mousAgreement at Marparge,in the yeare 
1529. That likewiſcis well worthy to be 
kept in perpetuall memory,whichis rela. 
ted concerning the meeting atitemberge, 
in the yeare 1536, by Ludovicus Rabu Pa- 
ſtor at Uime,inchis Hiſtory of Martyrs: 
with whom agree's Tohn Swicciu ,' Paſtor 
at Conſtance(cited by Hoſpinian ) who was 
there prelent:at that rime ;-.:and'ris to be 
ſeen likewiſe inthe Engliſh wricings of 
*Bucer : there were prelent at that Mec- 
ting,of the one ſides Capito, Bucer, Muſcu- 
luzand the reſt of the more. eminent Di- 
vines out of the cheite Imperiall Cities in 
high Germany; of the other ſide, Lwuther, 
Philip, Ionad, Pomeranus, Cruciger, with 0- 
ther Doors & Preachers of Witemberge: 
and after ſome expoſtulacions, and divers 
Speechesto and fro , wherein both ſides 
freely & fairely delivered their Opinions, 
at length Luther ( ſtepping a litle aſide 
with his Aſſociates, and conferring with 
them about it) concluded with thele 
words; [f'yee beleive and teach, that in the- 
boly Supper the very body and the very blood 


of | 


y0uas our deare Brethren in the Lord. All 


of Chriſt # offered, given, and received , and 
not the bare fignes bread and Wine , and 
that ſuch giving and receiving t! true and re- 

all,not onely imaginary the flrife betwixt w tr 

at an end,and we doe acknowledge U receive| 


this,Bucer,Capito,and the reſt;plainely and 
freely affirmed : ages they joyned 
hands,and ſo parted. Indeed the waters 
werethen calme and-quiet , not'toſſed 
with any ſtormy and tempeſtuons winds; | 
and therefore they did clearely fhew and 
repreſent the face 'of Trueth.” Why doe 
not we inlike' manner now at laſt begin 
tobewiſe ? And having paſſed thoſe tem- 
peſtuous and troubleſome times which 
afterwards followed, whydoe we notfir 
downe.andreſt our {elyes in this old and 
ſafe harbour of Peace and Unity 2? 

- Concerning the Point of Predeſtinati- | 
a#,how doth the Church of Chriſtgroane 
undercheburdenoft a number of huge & 
high«{wolne Volumes ? Yet 'whenwee 
have doneaall we can, 'and 'weatied our 
(elves andthe Chriſtian world 'with our 
O wrangling | 
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| wrangling pensxthis will {till remaine to 

be knowne and beleived by all men, 
{ Theſe heads I 3, that God from. all eternity our of his 
| 03%. £4es | MEET good plealure did immurably eleR 


| mths Con- | {ome unto Salvation. 2, that none were 
| * | eletedbyGod, nor ſhall beſaved, who 
doe uot belcivein Jelus-Chriſt , and perſe. 
vere inthis Faith. z. that none can beleive 
in Chriſt, ſave onely they whom God iz 
| plealedtocnable hereunto , and ro worke 
itinthemby the effeRuall grace of his Spi- 
rit. 4. that God did not damne , no-nor re- 
probate any man , bur, with aneye to fin: 
{othatallthe cauſe & the blame of men's 
Damnation,lie's in themſelves; bur the 
cauſeof Ele&tionand' Salvation is in the 
meeregraceand mercy of God. Now all 
this is confeſton both ſides. Fknow right 
well,there are infinite Queſtions & Con- 
| troverſiearaiſed aboutthis Point: Leteve- 
| ry man on God's name enjoy kis owne 
Opinion; I will not preſcribeto any man. 
For my lelfe, 'if any man. be:defirous to 
know what my Opinion herein 1s, | free- 
ly profeſle my lelfe ro adhere to the Arti- 
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the publike Peace is notwithſtanding pre- 


ſerved amongſtthem. Let vs learne wile- 


cles of the Church of England, andtothe 
judgement of our Engliſh Divines who 

voted inthe Synod art Dort ( wherein my 

ſelfe was preſenfſÞ But whar is there in 

this profound Point, about which vulgar 

and illicerate Chriſtians necd to trouble 
themlelves,fave onely that plaine & obvi- 
ous Trueth confeſt by all ? For therelt, ler 
Divines diſpute them inthe Schooles;buc 
itwere well if they would forbeare to 
medle with them inche Pulpit. How are 
the very ſame Controverſics,and others of 
greater waight and moment, ſtill on foot 
inthe Church of Rome , and yet ſo warily 
and wilely doe they carrythe marter,that 


dome from them who profeſle nought | 
but enmity towards us. Would but Chri- 
ſtan Princesbytheir Authority decree, & 
Divines fairely and moderately containe 
and keep themſelves within theſe bounds 
of Diſpuration and Controverſie( bounds | 
indeed arg and ſpatious enough.) wee 
ould have a laſting & firme Agreements 
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| the Church would flouriſh in Peace and 
| Tranquilliry,and laſtly'Trueth, would be. 
| bome: victorious and triumph over the 
| common Enimy. GS -!--:;-: 

That this may be brought topaſſe ( as 
f we all wiſh and dehire it ſhould ) the ho- 
nourable. States: and Delegates did very 
' wilely propole and adviſe that a. publike 
| Meeting of peaceable Divines ſhould be 
ſummoned and {ought tor by: lnvicatory 
Lertersxthatthe freindly & laudable Con- 
ference, which was begun at: Lifſwich, 
ſhould bereaſſumed and proſecuted with 
like,modeſty-as ithad formerly : been be- 
gun, that all ſuch Diyines of note & emi- 
nenceas carinot be-preſent at that mee- 
ting ſhould ſend over their Opinions and 
advice; thatall the Fundamentalls of Re- 
ligion,neceflary for Salvation , ſhouldbe 
determined,andall other Points laid afide, 
and turned over tothe Schooles  ( if need 
{ſhould require; ) that in the meane time 
men's tongues and pens ſhould be enjoy- 
ned moderation orelle filence ; that laſtly 


publike Prayers ſhould be ſolemnly made 
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inthe Churches of both fides for the ſuc- | 
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ceſſe ofthis good worke. Let but theſe 
things be done with an upright heart, in 
the feare of God , and wee need not doubt 
of a happy iſſue: iris God's own Caule, he 
will not be wanting to himſelte. 

For you, M* Dury, who have hitherto 
with ſuch zeale, ſuch unwearied paines, 
ſo many dangers , ſogreat charges , prole- 
cuted this Deſigne fo well plealing to 
God, his Angells,and men;ztruly you have 
deſerved fo well of the whole Church, as 
that all good meg muſt acknowledge 
themſelves much indebted to you.Goe on 
(worthy Sir ) with your great undertake- 
ings,and puta period to this good worke: 
or rather,may the great God of Heaven & 
Earth doethis for you and us all; and may 
he ſtill preſerve and proſper you in theſe 
travailes and labours of yours. Farewell 
from | 


Your loving freind 


JOS: EXON: 
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MOSTREVEREND FATHER 
IN GOD Iamszs Usuzrx Lord 
Arch- Biſhop of Axuxacr and 


Primate of treland,with fome 0s 
ther Reverend Biſhops 
m1REZLAND, 


EE X&@Þ Evcrend and much reſpected 
Hy 72) J 2 Brother in Chriſt; Wee had 
7 GG long ſince by common. con- 
Ta cnt made ready an Anſwerto 
your former Letters which you writ unto: 
us ſeverally ſome Moneths agon: but be- 
ing deſirous to have likewiſe a generall 
Sub cription to itaccordingtothat agree- 
mentwhich ſhould be berwixe fellow- 
brethren af the Clergy » we: deferred the 
ſending of it ſomewhat the longer in 
hopes of a meeting. Youdeſwe us now in 
your 
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your ſecond Letter dated from London 
March 20.that we would give you our O- 
pinion concerning the Conference atLip/- 
wich,che rather, becauſe that Conference is 
likely ro have ſome effet and influence 
upon the buſines you have in hand. Thus 
chereforezthat meeting (though ir was 
called for other ends andreaſons ) yetlee- 
ingit was holden with ſuch good uc- 
ceſſe,and that the cheife Divines of both 
ſides had fo faire & freindly aConference, 
heard one another with ſuch patience, & 
parted with ſuch love and brotherly affe- 
Qion,itisa very good figne that this mat- 
ter is from the Lord , and from this good 
beginning who can chuſe but hope fora 
happy and ſucceſſefull iſſue ? 

Butyet notwithſtanding, they parted 
differing about three Points:it is well that 
they differd but inthree; & 'tis better yer, 
thateven inthoſethreePoints they agreed 
in moſt things,and ſuchas are of greateſt 
moment ; nor was their difference ſo 
much aboutthe thing ir ſelte , as about 
{ome Formes of expreſſion, which for the 


molt 
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moſt part we cannot ſo eaſily forget and 
caſt off afcer we have been long accufto- 
med to them. For ſeeing it is confeſt on 
both ſides,chat Chriſt hat, ewo natures in 
one perſon,ſo inl eparably united that nej- 
ther can they be divided,nor are they con- 
founded, bur ſtill remainediſtin& and ſe- 
verall without all mixture or xqualiry ({o 


isit to quarrell about improper and figu- 
rative Propoſitions? ſolikewiſeinthe Eu- 
charit, ſeeing they both agree thar the 
Faithfull doe eat notonly the fruit and be- 
nefit, but the very eſſence(or SubStance) of 
Chriſt's body; and that on God's part the 
Sacraments are exhibited entire & perfect, 
thething ſignified together with the ſign, 
what doe they contending about Hypo- 
crizes and unbelievers?'tis all one as if Phy- 
(1:10ns ſhould falla diſputing about a dead 
man,wherher or no the Potion he tooke 
hath any operation upon him. Therere- 
maines yerthatother much controverted 
Queſtion touching Predeſtination: and 


[yet even in this too it would beno hard 


P matter 


much as of their Properties,)to what end | 
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matter for them to be reconciled » were 
but ſpleen and partiality laid aſide, and in 
the roome thereof a reverent and model} 
feare how we pry too farre into God's (e- 
cret Counſells,placed and planted : ſeeing 
the beſt and ableſt Divines of both ſides 
acknowledge,that in many Queſtions a- 
 boutthis My ſtery we muſt be faine to take 
up S* PaubÞs exclamation, Othe depth ! and 
that'tis both lawfull & 1 ufficient forthem 
toreft and hold together in thoſe cleare & 
undoubted Trueths; namely, that the Ele- 
&ion of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved , Was made 
in Chriſt; chat the deftaRion of all ſuch 
as periſh, is fromthemlelves ;that Salvati- 
on is from God; thatFaith (yea even fore- 
ſeen Faith) is not fromour ſelves, itisthe 
gife of God, that we may not boaſt of any 
ching, fecing we have nothing of our 
OWN; all muſt be aſcribedroGod: as $.C 'y- 
prian of old deyoutly and pithily ſpake. 
Thus yon have, both what we hope & 
conceive of the Conference at Lipſwich. 


| 


which ſhould be earneſtly preſt and incu 


Butthe moſtprincipall and ( pectall _ 


cated-|- 


|to confine the liberty of Prophecying to 
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cated,is this, that in Divine matters , eſps- 
cially in ſuch high and difhculrt myſteries 
as theſe are-whichare rather to be adored 
than priedinto, we ought to havea cer- 
taine and ſet Rule to ſpeake by,as S.4uſiin 
ſometime* prudently and pioufly coun- 
ſelled: & therefore it —_ be a very lafe 
and good courſe for ustorefraine from all 
novell and new-fangled expreſsions , and 


ſuch Formes and Phraſes as the holy Scri- 
ptures doe furniſh us withall. It reraaines, 
that wee earneſtly beſeech the God of 
Peaceto bruiſe Satan under our feet , & that 
ſoortly: unto which God we heartily re- 
commend you(Reverend Brother) & reſt 


May 14. 
Anno 1634. 
Tour moſt afſeFionatefreinds 


JAMES ARMAGH. 
WILLIAM KELMORE, 


Foun ARDAGH. 
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ſameright Reverend Father,the Lord 
Arch- "Biſhop of Armas 4, delivered 
ina Sermon of his preached be- 
fore KIamss at Wanſted, 
lune 20th, 3624. 
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Y F at this day wee ſhould 
Wy take a {urvay of the ſeve- 
af rall Profeſsions of Chriſti- 

@ anity, that have any large 

91 ſpread in any part of the 

' world (as of the Religion 

of theRomane and the Reformed Churches 
in our Quarters, of the Zgyptians and 
Ethiopians in the South, ofthe Grecians & 
other Chriſtians in the Eaſterne parts, ) 


they differ one from another, and gather 
into.one-body the reſt of the Articles 
whercin they doe all generally agree ; wee 


and ſhould put-by the Points wherein | 


ſhould 
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ſhould finde, that in'thoſe Propoſitions 


which without all Controverſie are uni- 


verſally received in the whole Chriſtian | 


world, ſo much trueth is contained, as 
being joyned with holy obedience , may 
be ſufficientto bring a man unto everla- 
ſing ſalvation. Neither have we cauleto 
doubt,bur that as many as doe walke accor- 
zo this rule ( neither overthrowing that 


which they have builded by ſuperindu- | 


cing any damnable berefies thereupon , nor 
otherwiſe vitiating their holy Faith with 
alewd and wicked converſation ) peace 
ſhall be upon them,and mercy,and uponthe 1\- 
rael of God. 
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258 Hat which hath been 
"d: | the conſtant and earneſt 


AT for theſe hundred yeares 
d) paſtand which by all 


wo wil men hath been e-| 
ſteemed worthy to be purchaſed at any 
rate and with any paines though never {0 
great, this (we heare, to the exceeding 
great joy of @ur hearts) is at this day en- 
deavoured by ſome worthy ſervants of 
Chriſt, with ſingular zeale, and not with- 
out good hopes of a happy ſuccefſe: to 
wit, 'thatthe Proteſtant Churches which 
differ 
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differ one from another about ſome 
Points of Religion , laying aſide or arleaft 
moderating on both {1des their over-tena- 
cious adhering to their own Opinions, 
may now at length be united and made 
up into one body. We being much joyed 


ving toalmightyGod the giver of all good 
things , that he hath been pleaſed co put 
{uch good thoughts and intentions into 
the hearts of his ſervants ; and wee moſt 
earneſtly beſeech him, that his bleſsing 
may goec along with this good deſfigne, & 
crowne it with ſucceſſc: next, we returne 
many thanks to thoſe our reverend and 
worthy Brethren and fellow-Miniſters, 


deſperate and diſtracted times ? Or that 
they, 


| who have puttheir hands to this worke, 
and we doe highly applaud and admire 
their faithfulneſle;zeale;chariry,and fingu- 
lar magnanimity & courage herein, What 
abrave and noble ſpirit doe's ic arguein 
them,thatthey could once hope for an U- 
nity and Peace of our Churches in theſe 


with this welcome newes , firſt of all we| 
render all poſsible praiſeand thankeſgi. | 
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they durſt venter upon a matter of ſuch 
dificulty,,vhich had ſo often been attem- 
pred heretofore by men of great abilities, 
bur could never be brought to paſſe? Whar 
theeventof this ſo great and good a de- 
ligne will be,is in the {ole power & plea- 
{ure of almightie God: bur lurely the very 
endeavouring and intending of fo good a | 
worke deſerve*sno litle commendation. | 
forthe bare purpoſe or having in one's 
heart and thoughts matters of great con- 
cernment,and ſuch as may make for the 
good of Chriſt's Church, is agreatand 
good worke,& never faile's of its reward 
from our bountifull God : alchough there 
be good cauſe to hopes that the paines 
which learned men take hereabout ſhall 
even with men too have its fruit & effe&. 
For,now that they have (penttheir ſpirits 
and heat of contention, & weariedthem- 
ſelves with long ſtrife and variance, it is 
morethan probablethar chey will now at 
laſt entertaine thoſe Counſells of Peace 
which they have hitherto out of ſpleene 
and paſsion rejected and ſer light by. Be- 

| ſides 
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| ſides,chat moſt ſharp plowſhare of God's 
| judgement wherewith for almoſt theſe 
; foureteene yeares he hath furrowed and 


_— — 


ct — 


| plowed up the French and German Chur- 


ches, hath ſo ſubdued & broken up mers 
minds on cach fidethat never was therea 
more fit and ſeaſonable opportunty for| 


ſowing and caſting in theſceds of Uniry 


and Peace,than now. Wee cannot chuſe 
therefore but greatly approve, commend, 
and admire the purpoles and endeavours 
ofthoſe worthy men who have imployed 
their paines in{o neceſſary a worke - but 
ſince weunderſtand how that they are de. 
firous tro knowe more particularly what 
our Opinion is of this whole bulineſle,let 
us proeced to let downe ( as breifly and 
plainly as we can) our mg herein, 

Indeed it were much to be wiſhedzthat 
they who profefle themſelves Chriſt's 
Diſciples and followers , would all think 
and ſpeake alike of matters ſpirituall and 
Divine; perfoly joyned together intheſame 
minde and intheſame judgement, (as $.Paul 
exhorts his Corinthians. ) But fance there is 


{ol 
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ſo much weakneſſe in man's underſtan- 
ding , and ſo great difficulty in Points of 
Divinity,thatthis perfe& and abſolute a- 
reementberwixt pious men is athing not 
ro be had or hoped for in this world; in 
che next place it were to be wiſhed, that 
they would agree and be of the ſame be- 
leife about the maine & principall Heads 
of Religion: and for other matters which 
are of lefſe moment and uſe, and ſuch as 
donot any way make either for holineſſe 
of life,or comfort of men's conſciences, & 
conſequently doe not neceſlarily pertaine 
toChriſt's kingdome ( which conſiſts in 
thoſe two things)thatrhey would in ſuch 
wiſe beleive them, as to beare with others 
who diflent fro them about ſuch Points. 
For as we ſee in civill & ſzcular matters, 
the beſt Stateſ-men are not alwaies of the 
ſame Opinion concerning the affaires of 
che Commonwealth; ſo likewiſe inthe 
Church , ſo long asthe ſummeand ſub- 
ſtance of Religion is agteed upon &main- 
tained , no matter though in ſome ocher 
Points the judgements ofthe Fairhfull be 


———— 
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various and different. That this is lawvfull 
p, 
both the thing it (elfe loudly proclaimes 
it.and S$. Paul confirmes it ; who doe's not 
only permit but command us ( more than 
once )to beare with ſuch as difter from us 
in their Opinions: and*cis the common 
and generall Opinion of all ſuch Divines 
as have been of any note andeſteem in the 
Church ever fince our Savjour Chriſt's 
times downeto this preſent age. 
Yet is notthis {o to be underſtood asif 


! were to betolevated: for even the ſame A- 
poſtle denounceth an Anathema againſt 
ſuch as ſball preach any other Goſpel! 
than that which he had preached, and the 
|moſtmoderate amongſt the Fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church have alwaies conſtant- 
ly held, that we are to ſhunne and avoid 
the company of Hereticks. - For there bee 
ſome Opinions of thoſe men who differ 
about Religion,which overthrow theve- 
ry foundation of our Salvation, & deſtroy 
either that Piety or that Charity which 
wee are commanded by God's word to 


| 


all manner of Differences in Religion| 
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practiſe 
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practiſe towards God and men : {uch are| 
the erroneous Doctrines of Romaniſts , 
who will have that religious worſhip gi- 
ven to creatures, which God hath reler- | 
ved peculiarto himſelfe ; who make our 
Faith torely upon the judgement and au- 
thority of men; who ſeverall waies over- 
throw the Preiſtly office of Jeſns Chritt ; 
12 2 word, who have with their own 1n- 
ventions ſo ſtained and deformed the | 
whole Chriſtian Religion, thatthey have | 
leftrno one part init found and untainted. | 
Such likewiſe are the Opinions of Socini- 
ans,vvho'(to let paſle their other Politt- 
' ons) deny our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus to be truely God : and if once you 
rake away his Divinity , it will neceſſarily | 
follow, thateither wee worthip a crea-| 
ture,or elſethat we doe not worſhip the 

{onne of God; both of which are mani- 

teſtly repugnantto thoſe Truechs which | 
are deliveredtous in holy Writ as ab{o-| 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation. We conceive 
therefore that no Peace in way of Religi- 
on can be had with thele men, nor with 


Q 3 any. 
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any others who maintaine any Errours of 
this nature, till they ſhall renounce theſe 
their private DoErines. Burt for thoſe 
who hold ſome erroneous Opinion 
which yet may conſiſt with Piety,& Cha- 
rity , and all Chriſtian duties belonging 
thereunto,we think ( as $.Paul leeme'sto 
have determined) a Communion may be 
held with them. Wee may mildly admo- 
niſh ſuch, and when opportunity is offe- 
red, diſcreetly reprove and inſtruc them; 
but ro caſtthem out of the Church , and 
(for no other cauſe) to curſe and excom- 
municate them as men ina deſperate and 
damnable eſtate, this (in our opinion } 1s 
neither fitting nor lawfull to be done. 
Now to apply this to the matter in 
hand we conceive that to this latter ſort 
all choſe Controverſies doe belong which 
arcagitared amongſt Proteſtant Divines, 
touching Chriſt's preſence in the Sacramen- 


tagreein all ſuch Points as conduce either 


tall fgnes,couching divine PredeStination,, 
 andſomefew other Points. For they doe 


to Piety towards God , or Charity to- 


wards 
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wards men; they maintain on both f1des, 
thatthe Scriptures are of divine inſpirari- 
| onzthatthey are perte&, perſpicuous, and | 
| authenticall; they dereſt with one heart & | 
| mouththe Tyranny, and pernitious Do- 
| Arines of the Pope, and they equally =_> 
off tromentertaining aCommunion wit 
him; they have the ſame Sacraments; they 
| worſhip the ſame Chriſt ; they proteſle 
theſame righteouſnefſe and holineſle in 
this lifezand they expe the ſame glory in 
rhelite to come: in a word, ſo greatand 
to wonderfull an agreement is there be- 
twixtthem aboutall ſaving and neceflary 
Dodtines, that { did not the hiſtory of 
their affaires,and thole bitter cantentions 
which have hitherto ( more is thepitry ) 
been fomented amongſt them , witneſſe 
the contrary ) there's no man bur would 
thinke theyhad a meeting at the 'begin- 
{ ning,and by common counſell & conſent 
agreed upon the ſame Conteſsion of 
Faith. In ſuch a multityde of myſteries, 
who can chuſe but admire that there 
ſhouldnat be above one or two Points | 
| wherein 
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wherein they did nor fully agree ? For e. 
ven about the Euchariſt , which is the 
maine matter of this woefull Diviſion, 
they both of them grant that 'tis a Sacra. 
ment, not a Sacrifice; thatiris to be eaten, 
not worſhipped; both the rwo kindes in. 
ſiruced by our Saviour Chriſt ( to wit, 
bread and wine) are neither tranſubſtan- 
riared nor divided one from the other by 
either fide; they both acknowledge the 
ſame ule and end of this holy Rite, towit 
the commemorating of Chriſt's death,& 
the partaking of his body which was cru- 
cihed,and of his blood which was ſhed| 
for us There is onely one thing about 
which hey diſagree , namely the manner 
how Chriſt's body is given to us and re- 
ceived by us in that Sacrament ;the thing 
is the ſame on both {ides, onely the man- 
ner of it is divers. This Difference,though 
itbe bur ſmall, yet is ir not ( wee confeſle) 
altogether of no moment : but that it 
ſhould beof ſo great moment, as thartit 
ought to make a breach of charity and at- 
tection amongſt Brethrenza duty ſo _ 
an 
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and neceſſary tothe Chriſtian world , and 
ſo miraculoufly wrought amongſt them 
by the hand of Heaven,this weutterly de- 
ny. Neither doe We alone deny it : to ſay 
nothing of our Brethren in Poland, and al- 
moſt all the Germans which hold with us, 
who ( as itis well knowneioall men ) e- 
ver did>and at this day doe make the lame 
reckoning and account of that Contro- 
verſy as we but now did, to ay nothing 
likewiſe of thoſe famous Divines of both 
ſides in Saxony and Brandenburgezwho (as 
we have been informed) were lately of 
the very ſame opinion concerning theſe: 
Points > when they had fairely diſcufled 
them ar Lipſwich,vvhither they were come 
with their Princes. But one thing there is 
which we cannot here omit to mention, 
1 matter perhaps not ſo well knowne to 
forraine nations, yet ſuch a matrer it is as 
we confidently beleive will be moſt wel- 
come and acceptable to all good '& peace- 
able men,to wit that the Reformed Chur- 


ches herein Frayce (whereof there are 


good tore )have alwaies been of thatſame 


R Opinion | 
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Opinioncouching theſe Controverſies, & 
they have giventeſtimony of this theirO-. 


 |pinion, both heretofore ſundry waies,and 


likewiſe now very lately by an expreſſe 
Decree made in a generall Synod held 
| here at Charenton neare Pars in the yeare 
1631. For whenzupon occaſion of a citizen 
of Lions(unco whoſe daughter a certaine 
young German of the Auguſtane Confeſhi. 
on, as they call it, was a ſuiter ) it was 
ueſtiond; hovy we areto account and e- 
ſteeme of ſuch as are commonly termed 
Lutherans; all the Brethren which were 
there met , out of all the Provinces of 
France, and ſent thither from their ſeveral 
Churches , 'did unanimouſly vote thus, 
That feeing the Churches of the Auguſtanc 
Confeftionidoe agree with the other Reformed 
Churches in all the Principles and fundamen- 
' tall Points of true Religion, and that in their 
| Diſcipline ani forme of Divine worſhip there 


@ neither Tdolatry nor Superſtition: ſuch of the 
Faithfull of that Confeſtion a3 ſhall with thy 
ſpirir of Charity ant in a truly peaceable way 
Jayne themſelves unto the publike Aſſemblies 
of 


| 


om 
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of the Churches in thu Kingdome , and defire 
to communicate withthem , may , without the 
abjuration of their formerOfinions which they 
hold contrary to the beleife of theſe Churches, 
be admittedtothe holy Tablexcontratt marria- 
ges with the faithfull of our Confeſſion , and 
preſent themſelves in the quality of Godfa- 
theritothe children which ſhall be baptized, 
upon their promiſe grven to the Confiſtory that 
they will never ſolicite ſuch children , direftly 
or indirettly, againſt the Doftrine beleived 
and profeſſed in our Churches, but ſhaicontent 
themſelves with giving them inſtrufion onely 
tn thoſe Points wherein we all agree. 

We are not ignorant, how-that many 


objections may be made againſt this De- 
cree by ſuch as have a mind to contend & 
cavill: bur ſuch objections they are , moſt 
of them, as have bur litle ſtrength and vali- 
dity in them,and (uch as can no way ſtand 
in compariſon with thoſe waighty rea- 
{ons wherewirh the Chriſtian Faith and | 
Charity doe furniſh us. It is not our pur- 
pole toinlift on every particular; onely in | 


O— _ 


general, wethink itinot amiſſe to put men 
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|in minde of two things , which if they 
; were obſcryed with that careas it fitting, 
| both ſides perhaps would henceforth 

judge more mildly and charitably of each 
' other than hitherto they have done. 

Firſt then(peciall heed would be taken 
by us,thatthe aſſertions and Opinions of 
'privatemen,though Doctors, though of 
\never{ogreateſteem and repute amongſt 
their own men 3 be not fatherd onthat 
' whole Church wherein fuch men live, as 
[the commonand generally received Do- 

rine of them all. For what can be imagj- 
[ned more unequall , than that one mars 
'crimezor commendation ſhould be impu- 
ted ro all?and what by him hath been ſpo- 
| ken well orill, ſhould be rewarded orpu- 
niſhed inorthers;,who were ſo farre from 
delerving anyſuch matter, as that many 
times ſuchthings are faſtned on themas 
they never ſo much as once heardof from 
orherszor once thought thereupon them 
ſelves. The generall Doctrine of each lc- 
verall Church is laid downe and compri- 
[led in publike Confelsions ,. ſeverall = 
ea 
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each ſide; Their s ( namely the Doctrine 
of the Lutheran party ) inthe Auguſtane 
Confelsion (as they terme it, )that of the 
other fide, in many feverall Confeſsions, 
diverfly expreſſed according to the diver- 


bity of Countries and Kingdomes. From 


theſe are weto judge and eftceme what is 


| 
| 
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held and maintained by both: ſeerngthey 


docall profeſſe themſelves to allent and 
adhere to thele;and that they will live & | 
dye in this Faith. But( for ought I know) 


neither doe theyſog venerally a approve the | 
writings of Brentius or Chemnitiws, nor 

doe thele ſo farre magnitie Piſcator or *Be-, 
44s if they would that whatſoever isaf- | 
hrmed by thoſe men ſhould be admitted 
andacknowledged as the common and 
neceſſary Faith of all Chriſtians. Nay lo 
farrearethey both of them from this fol- | 

ly, that they themſelves freely reprove | 
and cenſure their own men,and mark ont 
many pallages inthetr writings » 25 diffe- | 
rent from the common and received Do- 
Arine of their Church. Whence it fol- 

low's,that the ſayings of ſuch men, who- | 
R 3 ſoever 
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({oever they be,are unjultly and ( to ſpeake 
' che moſt favourably of it) prepoſterouſly 
fatherd on the whole Church in which 
they lived. And yet notwithſtanding, 
what elſe are all thoſe Tenents with 
which Proteſtant Divines caſt one ano- 
ther inthe teeth , with which they up- 
braid one another as if they were the pub- 
like and generall faults of therwo adverſe 
parts , and for which they ſolabour to 
draw one another into envy & contempt? 
I ſay, whartelſe are they bur the private Po- 
ſitions of ſome particular Doctors on 
both ſides, vented many times either in 
cholerand paſsion, or outof avehement 
zealeto maintaine their Cauſe, when they 
were hard preſſed & put to it either with 
thedifhiculty of the chings themſelves ,or 
the ſubtilty of an acute adverſary, and lo, 
{pake rather out of necelsity than judge- 


|| ment and premeditation. For truely ſo 


ſound and untaintedarethe publike Con- 
teſsions of our Churches on each ſ1de,that 
there is very litle and hardly any thing 
which either ofrhem can finde wanting 


In 
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| inthe other's Confeſs}on. Our Divines in + 
' Germany doe commend the Auguſtanc- | 

 Confeſston; and no doubt but our Bre-/ 
| thren the Lutherans will mn like manner 
approve of ours, for the farre greater part 


of it, would rhey but once bepleaſedto 


read it over impartially without paſsion | 


and prejudice. Certainly neither in that | 
Confelsion of theirs ſhall any man meet 
with that T'biquity of Chriſt's body, 
which wee condemne in Liutheraniſme; 
norin this of ours- , that Stoicall Fate io 
much objected againſt us. 

| Butafecond fauir there is , very fre- 
quent amonglt menof both fides , and al- 
molt hereditary, which ought(as we con- 
ceive) with alt care and diligence tobee 


ſhun'd and: avoided in this bufineſle: 


namely thatthey who maintaine any Po- 


whatſoever feemes to.usto follow there- 
upon by the rules of diſputation. /For it 
often fall's out,that he who hold's a Prin- 


ſition , ſhould not bee ways 0 hold | 


ciple from whichſuch aConclufton is tn- | 


ferred,may notwithſtanding beutterly ig- 
| norant 
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; norant of that which is interred from his 
| Principle: For inſtance, he thar firſt obſer. 


vedthe Loadfſtone to point towards the| 
North Pole, did not forthwith perceive 
all the ſeverall experiments that have been 
afterwards made from thence for the uſe 
and benefit of Navigation : for Concluſi. 
ons lye hid and buried in their Principles, 
nor are they deduced thence without 
{ome paines and Rudy, He therefore who 
holds ſome Principle , and withall doth 
cither not heed and regard it ;orelſe conſi.- 
ders it,but with an Intelle& which is ei- 
ther dull or prepoſleſſed with anger or at- 
{etion or ſome other paſsion , this man, 
fromthat Principle of his which hee un-| 
derſtand's, doth not ſtraightway under-/ 
ſtand whatſoever may be knowne and 
concluded from it. Thus they wholivein| 
the Papacy » having their mindes bewit- 
ched /that I may lo tpeake ) with the au- 
thority of their Leaders , though they 
grantwirth us that the {tnnes of men are; 
moſt fully expiared by that-ſacrifice offe- 


redup by Chriſt on the Crofle , yet can 


they! 
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dently follow hereupon ) that their Sacri- 
fice of the Altar is vaine and ſuperfluous. 
Now as he who underſtand's ſome one 
Trueth , is ſometimes ignorant of other 
Trueths which are conſequent thereup- 
on: ſo likewiſe he who hath ſome erro- 
neous Opinion , mult not therefore be 
thought trohold and maintaine all the ab- 
{urdities that may be inferred from it - for 
there's the ſame account to bee made of 
conſequences either way. Thus Tertwullian 
of old, and many of the ancient Fathers, 
taught that the humane ſoule is derived 
from the Fatherto the Sonne by way of 
propagation; butthart tis morrtall , which 
followes upon the former , this they were 
ſo farre from granting » that they did al- 
waies expreſlely deny it. As hana wee 
doe not (ay that the Papiſts doe therefore 
deny their Sacrifice of the Altar, becauſe 
they grant (as wedoe ) the perfeCtion and 
ſufficiency of that Sacrifice which was of- 
tered up by Chriſt on the eroſle,though in 


all good conſequence this overthrowes 
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they not hence conclude ( alchough it evi- | 


S that 
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| that {acrifice of theirs : fo neither doe we 
think that Tertullian, & others of the ſame 
Opinion touching the original of man'; 
{oule,oughtto be charged tor holding the 
 Soule to bemorrall , becauſe this latter er. 
rour ſeeme's to be deducible from the for. 
mer. 

Now then how extreme faulty in thi 
kinde Divines of both fides have beene, 
who is there that ſees not ? For we com- 
monly charge our Brethren ( the Luthe- 
rans) with Eutychianiſme,(though they in| 


| ble at, becauſe they perſwade chemlelyes 


the meanetime deny and diſclaime ir,) be- 
cauſerhis errour,as we think, follows up- 
on their Doctrine concerning the Lord's 
ſupper-they againe onthe other tide, ſtick 
nottocharge us with | knowe not what 
monſtrous Opinions, as if we made God 


the author of all fin and wickednefle,( al- 
lertions which we juſtly abhorre 8&trem- 


chatthis may be gathered from our Do- 
Arine- about God's Pradeſtination and 
Providence. Wee will not. here diſpute 
whether theſe things be rightly inferred 
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yea or no from our ſeverall Tenents and 
Opinions on both ſides : it ſufficerh , that 
whatſoever they be,whether juſtly or un- 


juſtly pin dupon our Opinions , they are 


denied by us both: nor can we ever bein- 
duced by any arguments whatſoever , to 
grant that they are agreeable and con{o- 
nant.to our Faith. For ſo long as this is 
done (as indeed it is, ) itis manifeſt from 
what hitherto hath been delivered, that 
neicher can they without injuſtice and ca- 
lumniation bee charged with Eutychia- 


1#i/me,nor we with thoſe monſtrous and 


damnable Opinions ,although both theſe 
errours could by true &({plid con _ 
be concluded from our ſeverall Polttions, 
(which yet neitherſide will ever confeſle 
for their own part.) ; 
Seeing SE that all or moſt of thoſe 
Do@rines which the one fide taxeth 1n 
theother as pernicious and ſuch as cannor 
conſiſt with Salvation » are bur either the 
private Opinions of ſome particular men 
orelſe but Corollaries and concluſions vi- 


olently wreſted by force of argument our 
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of their ſeverall Opinions , would bur 
men (as in reaſon they ought) forbeareto 
father any thing on either ſide fave onely 
that which their whole Churches exprel- 
ly owne and profeſle for their received O- 
pinions, it would be very eafte to main- 
raine thar all the Diſpute and Controver- 
te which is in agitation betwixt them, is 
ſuchas may be tolerated , and that there 1s 
not any thing contained in the Faith and 
| Doctrine of either ſide which over- 
throwe's Salvation. 
| . Now were but this once agreed upon| 
and beleived on both ſides, there would 
remaine litle or. no difficulty in thiswhole 
buſinefle wherein worthy mendoe at this 
preſent employ themlelves,namely of ſet- 
ling Peace and Unity amongſt our Chur- 
ches. For ſeeing there are but two. waies 
olkible of being.reconciled ;either , that 
onefide ſhall renounce their private Opi-. 
nions,and come over to the other; orelſe, 
that both ſides ſhall joyne together , retai- 
ning:their ſeverall Opinions, and by a emu. 
tuall condeſcending ſhall each of chemto- 


lerate 
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lerate that which they diflike in the 0- 
ther's Doctrine , eſpecially if it be ſuch as 
cannot be altered without perill and dam- 
mage toa whole Church ; the former of 
thelerwo wales ( as we conceive ) is not 
now to be ſtood upon, whereof criall hath 


been heretofore made not onely without 
{ucceſſe bur with much danger & harme, | 
a5 aPPEAres {ufhciencly from thole many | 
Diſputations & Conferences which have 
been held berwixt both ſtdes during this. 

whole Age;whereby hatred and & enmi- 
ty hath been ingendred racher than excin- 
guiſhed,and the number of Controverttes 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed. Wee 
mult therefore betake our [elves to that o- 
ther way of being reconciled \, and init 
mult we employ all our paines and cares 
& |tudies, as being indeed both the only- ! 
ealte and Jawfull way, yea and neceſſary | 
too in our Judgement. Andthat wee may | 

at length artaine untothis, it would nor | 
be amiſle (as we conceive) to proceed af- 
ter this manner and method, firſt, wee 
muſt endeavour thata kinde of Truce and 
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; Ceſſation from our ſtiites & contentions 
| may be agreed upon and enjoyned the Di. | 
vines ofboth ſides,and that they be ſtirred 
up andexhorted totake this whole buh- 
neſſe into conſideration: this being obtai-} 
ned , in the next place ſpeciall diligence 
muſt be uſed , that after a mecke, freindly, 
and moſt perſuaſive manner it be made 
appeare to all,thatwe are not at variance 
about any fundamental Point of Chiiſti- 
an Religion, or ſuch wherein men may 
not lately be of either Opinion without 
hazarding their (alvation : and here men 
muſt be very carefull that they retraine 
from all intricate Queſtions, and trifling 
Diſputes,(luch wherein the Schoolemen 
have ſpent ſo much paines, mincing and 
mangling every thing into I know not 
how many peices,& then handling every 
peice (everally,) which ſerve for no other 
end (ave onely to torture & torment mens 
mindes,but no way make toredification, 
Would but God be plealed lo farre to pro- 
(per theſe endeavours as that thus much 
may be once broughtto paſle , wee make 

no 
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no doubt but every man would then rea- 


nion, which none ever{hunn'd or retuſed | 


of the {ame beleife and Opinion with 
| | themſelves: ſo ſooneas men on both ſides 
ſhall be wrought off from this ſuperſtiti- 
| OUS conceit;they will gladly runand ruſh 


| (as it were) into.one anothers armes and. 
| embraces. For it cannot be imagined chat , 


' there is any manzeither of the one (id 
the other,{o ſtupid & void of all reaſon & 
& Religion, but knows how foul & ſcan- 
dalous a thing-how hurttullco both fides, 
how dangerous and pernitious to the 


which hath hicherto divided and diftra- 
Cted us;0n the other (ide, how {weethow 
benehiciall;both to our ſelv es & all others, 
| Unity and Peace would be,ſoit might be 
had without loſſe of Faith and Calvation. 
And truely*the way to fetle this Uniry 


(were we but once come to that) is plaine 
and 


dily wiſh for this much-defired Commu- 


| but out of a kinde of Religion and Con- | | 
([cience conceiving it unlavwfull to enter- | 
'tainea Communion with any thar are not | 
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whole Chriſtian world this Schilme is ' 
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and eaſie. For ſeeing we doe both of 
us ( by God's grace ) equally acknow- 
ledge and beleive the Goſpell of our Lord 
Telus Chrift penned by his Diſciples ; and 
ſeeing we confeſle,that whatſoever 1s of 
necelsity for ſalvation to be beleivedor 
done by us,it is all clearely and plainly laid 
dowwne in this Goſpell,what hinder's why 
we may not joyntly confirme and rarity 
thoſe Articles wherein we both agree ? & 


differ , wee may expreſle themin ſuch | 


words and phraſes as the ſacred Scrip- 
tures afford us, and not ſuffer our men to 
enquire any further, or conteſt about the. 
For if it be true which we both conteſſe, 
chat all choſe heavenly myſteries which 
muſtneceſſarily be knowne by us , are 
clearely revealed in God's word, doubtles 
then we may content our ſelves with lo 
much as the Scripture has delivered, and 
wee may lafely torgoe all other Points 
wherein the Scripture is ſilent. Let there- 
foreall the Heads of matters ih Diſpute a- 


mongſt us be laid downe andexprefled in 


for thole other Points about which wee | 
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acertaine and ſet Forme, ſuch as may give | 
ſatisfaction to both parties , made up | 
wholly (if itbe polsible ) of Scripture- | 
words: and let noman require from his 
Brother any more beſides it: if any man 
haye attained to a further degree of 
knowledge, let him keep his knowledge! 
to himſelfe; andlet him notdeſpiſethe 
weakneſle and fimplicity of others who 
have not made fo great a progreſle in 
knowledge as himſelte. As for Rites and 
Ceremonies wherein the forme of divine 
worſhip and the Churche's Diſcipline 
are contained , we conceive it fitthat eve- 
ry Church ſhould be left co her owne 
judgement and liberty herein, and that no 
innovation be made about ſuch matters. 
Hereafter, if it ſhall pleaſe God, when 
time ſhall have confirmed and ſtrengthe- 
nedthis Union,there may be compiled, by | 
the joynt conſent and advice of all,a com- 
mon Liturgy ; which would be both a 
roken and bong of Peace. For the preſent, | 
we ſhall think our paines well beſtowed, 
11 at this firſt atrempt wecan prevaile with 


both | 
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| both ſides to tolerate mutually out of 
' Chriſtian Charity {uch differences of Opi- 
,n10n as are berwixt us either in Dottrine 
| or Diſcipline (which truely are but ſmall, 
& altogetherunworthy to occalton ſuch 
a Rupture and Breach betwixt us,)and ſo 
at length ro acknowledge one another to 
be( as indeed we are ) Brethren in the 
Lord. 

Thus much we thought good to ſpeak 
in breife rouching this matter , chat our 
reverend Brethren, whoare well affected 

to the publike Peace , may underltand 
| how ready & willing wee are to concurre 
ES with them in this pious and Chriſtian 
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worke. And though our meane abilities 
andthepreſent ſRtateand condition of our 
| affaires be ſuch, as that wee cannot per- 
| | forme ſuch ſervice in itas is meet and re- 
| quiſite , yet ſhall ourearneſt prayers al- 
waies accompany the labours and endea- 
\R y vours of thoſe reverend men who are or| | 
"of thall be employed therein : and we ſhall| |! 
p14 laccountthat day moſt happy,wherein we 
FU {hall behold Brethren ( having buriedall) 
| | Atrifes| 
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| ru/alem; by this faſt and firme Commus- 
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| ſtrifesand contentions ) joyne hands and 
hearts,and dwell together inthe ſame Je- 


nionaanticipating (as it were) & foreat- 
ing here upon earth that everlaſtin 


Unity and Concord which we 
ſhall hereafter enjoy in 
Heaven. AMEN. 
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